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Si t e of Alabama ' s f irst college . 



LA GRANGE COLLEGE SITE 

SIGNIFICANCE 

LaGrange College Site is located four miles southwest of Leighton. 
La Grange College was Alabama's first college. It was establiShed 
by action of the Tennessee and Mississippi Conferences of the 
Methodist Church and opened its doors on January 11, 1830. LaGrange 
became one of the South's finest centers o f learning, contributing 
greatly to the development of the region and of the state. Some 
of Alabama ' s most distinguished leaders of the nineteenth century 
were educated here, including Confederate General Edward A. O'Neal 
(later Governor of Alabama) , Jeremiah Clements. David P. Lewia and 
Or. John A. Wyeth. 

The Lafayette Female Academy, built in 1824-1825 on LaGrange 
Mountain, was well established by the time of t he founding of 
LaGrange College. Dr. Daniel P. Bes t or, a noted Baptist minister 
and a native of Connecticut who came to Alabama as a young man, 
opened this school to develop the cultural life of the Tennessee 
Valley . Dr . Bestor was described a s a planter, s tate sman , philosopher, 
educator , and minister . He advocated a comprehensiVe public school 
system for Alabama, and as a member o f the legislatur e worked to 
develop state support fo r education. 

In the fall of 1854, the college was beset by financial diffi
culties , and 1855 President Richard w. Rivers accepted the offer 
of a building and better fina nc i al support in Florence, Alabama . 
and moved the college to that city . A l egal question a r ose as to 
the use of the name LaGrange , so the relocated school was chartered 
as Florence Wesleyan University . 

The orig i nal LaGrange College property ~as taken over by the 
State of Alabama in 1857 and became the LaGranqe College and Military 
Academy. In 1860 it was renamed LaGrange Military Academy. The 
buildings of the institution as well as many other buildings and 
homes on the mountain and in the surrounding valley, including also 
Lafayette Female Academy, were burned by the 7t h Kansas Cavalry 
Reqiment, U.S. Army, commanded by Colonel Florence N. Cornyn under 
Georqe G. Dodge, on April 28, 1863. The College site is marked by 
a large granite memorial erected by authoriza t ion of the Alabama 
Legislature in 1945 . and administered by the LaGrange Historical 
Commission as a state shrine . 
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