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1. Name 
historic !&igbIQO Training SchoQl!l ,cjgbloo Middle Scbool 
and/or common 

2. Locatjon 
street & number 2255 North Washington Street 
city IOwn Lejgh ton ___ yjcinilV of 

stale Alabama county Colbert ZIP 

3. C lassificatjon 
Cattgory Ownership Status Present Use 

district _xJlublic _ occupied _ agriculture museum 
_x_building(s) ~rivate x unoccupied commercial ---"Mk 

structure both _ work in progress _ educatiQnal -----'private residence -
site Public Acqulli itioll Acces~ lb le entcnainmem _ religious 

_ object _ mprocess ----yes: restricted -..8ovemment scientific -
_ being considered ----yes: unrestricted industrial transponalion 

"" _ military other: -

4. Owner of frollert)' 
name TQWII Qf Leil.'hton PhQne number 2Q5·446-8477 
street & number c/Q Cjly HalllMayor's Office POBox SJ 
city town Lei~hlon ~-- vicjnity of zip 35646 

5 . F loor iliaD & site iliaD . Use space belQW to sketch floor plan and sjte plan Of att ach additional sheet 

Attached 



6. Pest rjptjou (Sec nllAChcd instOJC1ioQ& (or sppcific gu ideline;:; ) 

Condition 
_ excellent 
_xJood 

fair 

deteriorated 
rums 
unexposed 

Check on", 
unaltered 

x altered 

Check one 
_x_original site 
_ moved date' _______ _ 

Describe the present and original ( if known) physical appearance, 

Dating from 1929, the Leighton Training School is a one-story, fIve-bay, red brick building, !t was 
constructed under the Rosenwald School program as the Colbert County Training School and remains as one of 
only a few such schools heretofo re documented to be constructed of brick The U-shap.ed plan, eastern 
exposure, and Colonial Revival stylistic elements typical of the Rosenwald pallern of construction have been 
maintained, giving the structure a fairly high degree of architectural integrity, 

The school is situated on approximately II acres on the western edge of the rural Colbert County 
community of Leighton, approximately 10 miles east of Tuscumbia. Thc building faces east, just south of the 
Southern Railroad track. Over the years, it has grown from a six-classroom building to a complex offour 
buildings_ Alterations to the original portion include the lowering orthe ceilings and replacement of the windows 
and exterior doors (c.1950), as well as the addition of two rear wings in 1937 and 1957, 

Resting on a continuous concrete foundation measuring 20 inches in height, the building features a 
decorative brick soldier course at the foundation level Cast iron ventilators are spaced at intervals around the 
foundation. On the facade, cach of the three prominent projecting gabled bays features a gabled parapet with a 
louvered oculus accented by four keystone or voussoir el"'menu. The upper edge of each parapet is crowned 
with a stone coping. On the center bay, entrance is gained by ascending fo ur brick steps leading through a round 
brick arch and into a recessed poreh_ A handicapped ramp has been added on the nonhern side of the steps in 
recent ycar§. A fixed 8/8 transom surmounts the double metal replacement entrance doors. Fenestration 
includes 4/4 replacement metal sash windows with stone sills and brick lintels flanking the main entrance arch, as 
well as four symmetrically placed groupings orr,ve 6/6 metal replacement sashes on each ofthe remaining four 
bays (two innemlOst recessed and two outermost projecting). 

The IlOnh elevation includes a briek wall extending the depth of the front (nonhenst) classroom and four 
window groupings reflecting the location of the four classrooms extending to the rear (west), Two orthese are 
part of the original V-shaped plan and are joined by interior folding doors, feat uring six horizontal panels, 
creating a small auditorium, The two rearmo.t classrooms are a result of a 1937 addition. Similarly, the south 
elevation consists ofa brick wall extending the depth of the front (southeast ) classroom followed by single and 
paired replacement sashes providing illumination for the office wing 

On the rear (west) elevation, the 1937 gabled brick addition extends from the northernmost rear wing. A 
modem shed-roof walkway extends along the south wall of the addition, creating an outdoor hallway providing 
access to the classrooms. On the rear orthe southernmost wing orthe original structure, a gymnasium and utility 
and rest room facilities were added in 1957. 

The interior floor plan features a U shape, with II T-shaped-hallway extending through the center of the 
building and along the rear of the four front classrooms. Rear wings extend outward to the west, forming the U, 
the south wing containing the principal's office and nonh wing containing a double classroom separated by 
folding wooden doors, A small room is located at the northernmost end of the rear cross hall and was used lirst 
as a lunchroom and later as a music room. Additional hallways extend along the innermost sides of the rear 



wings, accentuating the U and surrounding a grassy lawn courtyard, Later rear additions extend to the west of 
both wings. 

The interior of the original building features plaster walls with a simple base and chair rail. In portions of 
the building, the lower wall area features beaded tongue and grove wainscoting, Original ceilings were beaded 
tongue and groove, but these were lowered during a renovation which occurred around 1950. This renovation 
also covered a pieture raiL Floors are wood, though some have been covered with carpel in recent years, 

Additional delached facilities were added to the complex in order to meet changing educational needs, In 
1952, a vocational building was constructed on the northern side of the original structure. Around 1957, four 
classrooms were built on the wcst, and a gymnasium, with a stage, dressings rooms and rest rooms, was added 
on the rcar of the south wing. At the same time, six acres were added 10 the complcx to accommodate an 
athletic field and stadium. Later, in 1961, six additional classrooms, a library, and a lunchroom were located on 
the south side of the complex. The following year, a field house was constructed althe athletic field. 



7. S ign i fica IICC (See PUilCbed iQ$lDlC1ioo§ fpr sROCific guidelines ) 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and j ustify bcluw 
_prehistoric 
_1400-1"99 
_1500-1599 
_1500-1799 
_1700-1799 

_ a,cheology_prehistoric _""mmunity planning _landscape a,elldectu,e _religion 
_a,cheology-h<;toric _conservation law _science 
_agriculture _e""nomic!; _I~e,atu'e _sculpture 
_x_arcMecture _x_education _military __ V 

1800-1899 

-''''''-

_" _engineering _m""", 
commefce _expiorationisetIJement --Philo.wphy 

_communications _ industry _politics/government 

Specific datu .ouilder/Arcluttc t 
Statement of Significance (in one p3rag ral,h). 

human~arian 
_ theater 

ethnic historv 

The Leighton Training School is eligible for listing on the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage under 
Criterion A (education.. ethnic history __ Afiican American) and Criterion C (architecture). 

See attached Statement of Significance from Rosenwald School Nat ional Register Mulliple Propeny Nomination 
(Section Fill). 

ASSOCIATED PROPERTY TYPES. 
(See Section Fli ofNR nomination). 
The Leighton Training School appears to be a Subtype 1i3 school (p.F81-S2), as it was constructed in 1928-9 
after the Rosenwald Building Fund was transferred to the Southern Office in Nashvi ll e, Tennessee, in 1920. It 
possibly resembles the Miles Memorial Practice School cited in the NR nomination (p.FS3). as both are one 
story. brick. basically U-shapcd. wilh a cenlral seclion and project ing end wings. Photographs of the Miles 
College building were not available. 

REGISTRATION REQUlREMENTS: 
(See Seetion FIVofNR nomination) . 
The Leighton Training School meets the Registration Requirements establi shed on p. F8S of the NR nomination. 
It was constructed within the specified time period (1913-1932) with funds provided by the Rosenwald School 
Building Fund program. It has maintained integrity oflocation, design, setti ng, feding, and association. Though 
alterations (replacement of original window sashes and lowering of ceiling) have to some degree compromised its 
integrity of materials and workmanship, these changes a re reversible and do nOI destroy the overall integrity of 
design and feeling 

ASSOCIATED HISTORIC CONTEXTS: 
(See Section B ofNR nomination). 
The Rosenwald School Building Fund Program in Leighton.. Alabama (1928-29): 
Dating from 1928-29, the Leighton Training School embodies the early-20lh century ideals and eflorlS oflneal 
citizens, the State of Alabama, and philanthropist Julius Rosenwald to make available to rural black children a 
beller education and a better way oflife. In addition being a manifestation of Rosenwald's generosity, the school 
reflects the philosophies of Booker T. Washington and James Hardy Dillard who were instrumental in the 
establishment of vocational training and normal schools for African American youth 

Local historians believe that the school had its beginnings just before the tum of the century. when around 1892, 
local children were taught at the Galilee Baptist Church. Later locat ions are believed to have included Ricks' 
Place (a house on the northwest side of town), the Clay Mound (later leveled for brick making), the Grove 
Church, and the Masonic Lodge (used for around 20 years). Finally, in 1928, a local man by the name of Dick 
King, had ten acres ofland available for sale to the "colored fol k" of the community for the location of a Negro 



school. Within two weeks, a thousand dollars had been raised for the purchase of five of the ten acres. King 
himself gave S400 toward this amount, with both black and white residents contributing the remainder. A 
building committee consisting of D.O. Mullins. Chairman, and Frank King, Emmell Wallace. Adam Horn, and 
Andrew Hankins, Trustees, began making plans for construction of the school. With the aid ofM.H. Griffin, 
State Agent for the Julius Rosenwald Fund, the necessary money was raised. The Julius Rosenwald School 
Building Fund Papers list the school as the Colben County Training School, constructed in budget year 11 , 
according to type 6, at a IOtal cost ofS!O,950, with contributions as follows: Negroes, S6,500; whites, Sl,ooo; 
public S2,000; and Rosenwald, SI ,450. Local sources give a figure of $8,000 for the coSl, hut this might have 
excluded the COSI of the land and furnishings. 

Local h.istorians have compiled a brief history of the early years of the Leighton Training School. When Ihe 
building was completed for the 1929-30 school year, the faculty consisted of five teachers. teaching grades one 
through eleven, with 192 students enrolled. Faculty member were MI'. McDonald. I~ Grade; Carrie Pierce, 20<! 
and 3" Grades; AJbenha Banhston. 4·. 5-, and 6· Grades: Ethel W. Lawson, 7·, 8" , and 9'" Grades; R.S. Childs, 
Principal, 10· and II- Grades. The school colors were crimson and blue; the motto, "Give Light and The 
People Will Find Their Own Way;" and the slogan, "Character Building thru thc Love ofNalUre and the 
Appreciation of Farm Life." P.T.A. olTicers were Mynle McDonald, President; Forest Madden, Vice President; 
Inez Campbell, Secretary; Minnie P. McDonald, Assistant Secretary;, and Ella Mlillins, Treasurer. In 1932, three 
girls. Mary Pearl Pruin. Edna L. Wallace. and Methal King Davis. became the first to complete the twelfth grade. 

In 1937, after the resignation of Childs. W.e. Ross of Cincinnati, Ohio, became the principal. During his tenure, 
three additional classrooms and three additional teachers were added. [From the diagram. this appears to be two 
classrooms]. Ross entered military service during World War n. and Mrs. Sadie M. Hicks succeeded him as 
principal.. Following the war. Mr. S.N. Nance took charge. During the post-war period, a vocational building 
was added in 1952; additional classrooms and a gymnasium. with a stage, rest rooms and dressing rooms, were 
completed around 1957; more classrooms, a library, and a lunchroom were built in 1961; and a field house was 
constructed the following year. 

Students traveled from as far as 20-25 miles to anend Leighton Training School, from communities such as Cave 
Springs, Colben, Bethel, Lake Johnson, Buck Bridge, and Fo~ter's Bridge, many riding county school buses. 
Other black schools in the county were Sterling High School in Sheffield, Trenholm High School in Tuscumbia, 
and Burrel High School in Florence. In the early years of operation. Leighton School did not have a cafeteria, 
and many black women of the town helped to prepare lunches and serve them in a small room at the end of the 
hallway. In 1970, the Leighton Training School graduated its last class of seniors. and, with desegregation, the 
building reopened as the Leighton Middle School until a declining enrollment forced its closure at the end of the 
1993-94 school year. Since that time. it has been vacant except for occasional class reunions. 

Outstanding alumni include ente"ainer Percy Sledge: Major William H. Perkins, U.S.Army; Emmin E Jammar, 
Colben County Commissioner, District 4; Ruth Jackson Taylor. J.D.; Wayne Stanley, M.D.; Grady Thompson. 
M.D.; Bob Carl Bailey, owner WZZA Soul Radio Station; and educator-author Dr. DorOlhy Hardy. 

When the school opened in J929. Leighton was an agricultural community supponed primarily by cotton 
production. The town had several stores, a bank, a city hall. and 3 conon gin. and a population of around 1000 
people. Today many of the stores and the eo\1on gin are gone, the population has decreased to below 1000. and 
the town is on the brink of bankruptcy. As the economy declined, some residents began to commute to Decatur, 
Counland, Muscle Shoals. and Florence for work. The black residential conununity, especially, has deteriorated. 
Leighton Training School alumni are interested in helping to restore the building as a community educational 
facility, to generate interest in the history of the school and the community. 
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and in it, name gnnl, bargain, quit-daim and convey and by these prcscnts have grantm, 

bargained, quit-claimed and conveyed unto the party ortbe lecond part loJJ of the right, 

title and interest oftbe State of Alab.ma in and to the following dcsc:rilKd property, to-

, 95U4 

_ - Staning.t tbe SOlitbeut comer ofSeclion 13, TOwnlbip 4, Range 10 West. 
thence West along the South boundaty Line ohaid Section 13 one-balfmile to tbe 
mid'Ie<:lion line dividing Section 13 East and Welt; thence Nonh 865.3 feet to the 
point of beginning; thence But 346.5 feet; thenu Nonh 618.4 feli to the Ript of 
Way orthe SOIIthem Railro,d Co.; theneo Welt along the Rip! otWay o(the said 
Southern Railroad Co. to the mid-lCCtidD line, dividing Section 13 But and West; 
thenu Soutb 676.7 feet to the point ofbtginning, being in and b~8 a ponion of 
the Soutbcut qulll1er of Section 13, TOwnlhip 4, Range 10 West !ituated, lying 
and being in the County of Col ben, aod State of Alabama, and comaining 5 3/8 
Icrts more or less. , 

It is agreed and understood that whto the above desaibed property ceases to be used for 

education and conununity purpo~ IS deeded it JhalI revert to the Slate o( Alabama. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD. to the said party ofthe second part together with all 

appurtenances, tenement, and bereditament. thereunto belonging or in any wi~ 

appertaining, in fee simple forever. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF. the State of Alabama hu caused these pruc.l!, to be executed 

by Fob James, IS Governor of the State oOJabama and Wayne Teague, u Soperintendent 

of Educalion o(thi, state. 

This 10th day of February, I99S. 

Attest: STATE OF ALABAMA 

By: 

~ , '6', . . 

580 
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2. Gtognpbju l DI I. 

Accreage of nomin'.:"~p:".",",:,,:=" ,I ~.:~:~:::==== Quadrangle n.ame 

Enclose map showing location of property. (dly or county map. state highway department map, or USGS map) 

Attached 

10. Form Prepared By Sally Moore lAHe> Ind 

namchjtle Dr Dorruhy C Hardy Prc:sidcnt 
orwanil§1jon Leighton Trainjng School Board ofOjrcct0rs 
s1reel & number 90 1 Nortb Pjne Strerl 
cjly or 10wn Flortnce state AL 

11 . Please submit color slides o( the UrQI'Cdy with this (orm. 

Color slides are essential to the review process. 

date June 19 1927 
telepbone 205·767_2487 

ZIp U63Q 

)2. J' Jeasc return AIABA I"lA REGISTEB, Corm and documentation to: 

Alabama Register Coordinator 
Alabama Historical Commission 
468 South Perry Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 


















