
















CALVERT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

REMODELING HISTORY (1889 - 2010) 

 

1889 - The Calvert United Methodist Church was built in 1889.  The building was 
somewhat square (20 x 40) with steeple and bell tower that still stands today.  
(Attachment I) 

 The Fairford United Methodist Church was organized about the same time 
as the Calvert United Methodist Church.  The parsonage in Fairford was occupied 
in 1895.  It later burned; however, no one knows when the church was 
abandoned.  The church bell was placed in a creek and later found.  The bell was 
brought to Calvert and still hangs in the belfry of the Calvert U. Methodist Church 
today.  It is still rung prior to church services each Sunday by the young children.  
The bell tower and attic has square, wooden nails that were used when the 
church was originally built. 

 Brick of the old chimney still stands in the attic of the church today.  It is 
not known when the wood heater was removed from the center of the church.  In 
the 50’s and 60’s gas heaters were used to heat the church. 

1926 - The church was remodeled by adding two Sunday school rooms on the 
north side and two Sunday school rooms and a porch on the south side.  Each 
Sunday school room was approximately 12’ x 12’.  The sanctuary was enlarged by 
approximately 20’ in length and new windows were installed.  This work was done 
by Herbert Lynwood Kelly.  Mr. Kelly was buried in the Calvert United Methodist 
Church Cemetery in 1927.  (Attachment II - Floor plan) 

 

 

 

 



 

1953 - Sunday, October 25, was one of the most outstanding in the over half 
century history of Calvert Methodist Church, for on this day several hundred 
citizens from throughout this area, and from as far away as Louisiana, gathered to 
hear dedication services for the newly-installed 1700 chimes and to join in 
homecoming festivities with old friends complete with “dinner on the grounds.” 

Principal speaker of the day was Congressman Frank W. Boykin, member of the 
Calvert Church, who, along with George Woodyard, prominent Washington 
County business man, presented the chimes to the church as a memorial to their 
respective parents, the late Mr. and Mrs. James Boykin and the late Mr. and Mrs. 
J. D. Woodyard.   (Attachment III News paper article on dedication of chimes) 

1954 - The Highway Department took about half of the church property; 
therefore, all of the old oak trees were lost.  The parking lot was first paved in 
1990 with a donation by Jimmy & Elouise Downey and since re-surfaced gratis by 
George Knapp of Knapp Construction Company. 

1967 - The beaded board and 2 x 4 boards were covered with paneling; adequate 
lighting was installed.  

1975 - One Sunday school room on the south side of the church was converted to 
two small restrooms.  In 2009 one restroom was remodeled to meet the 
handicapped code. 

1979 - Hurricane Frederic damage was repaired on October 15, 1979.  Insurance 
paid $1,135.00.  Southern Window Supply Co. replaced 6 windows, repaired 
steeple and other minor damage to the church for a total cost of $1,185.00.  

1986 - Bobby Browning Flooring sanded and refinished floors in sanctuary for 
$850.00.  They also furnished and installed 28 oz. carpet over pad in vestibule, 
3’runner down center aisle, across front and on alter for $1,230.00. 

 



1986 -  E. Carpenter refinished and repaired alter rail (3 sections) for $275.00.  
The alter rail is a focal point in the church. 

On August 28, 1986 the pulpit was refinished and repaired for $150.00. 

1986 - Lee Parnell installed vinyl under pinning on 4/23/86 for $700.00.  This 
under pinning was damaged by Hurricane Ivan and replaced in 1990 with Old Red 
Virginia brick. 

1989 - The exterior of the church was sanded and loose board replaced. 

1989 - The church was Incorporated. 

1989 - In 1989 the two Sunday school rooms on the north side were remodeled 
and enlarged to a 28 x 32’ fellowship hall.  The doors used to enter the Sunday 
school rooms are now used to enter the fellowship hall.  The ceiling still indicates 
the size of the two Sunday school rooms with beams; however additional space 
was added to make a room large enough for fellowship events.  A porch with 
canopy was added to enter the fellowship hall.  Anita Woodyard Stallings 
contributed $10,000 to begin the project; thus the Anita Stallings Fellowship Hall.  
An additional a$4,500 was donated to complete the project. 

 Family & friends of Marion Stabler donated $180 to construct a wooden 
ramp to the fellowship hall in his memory.  This wooden ramp was replaced in 
1990 with a concrete ramp to match the entrance ramp to the church. 

 Cooper Flooring Co. installed carpet in the fellowship hall on March 15, 
1989 for $1,280.00.  Central air and heat was installed in the church and the 
fellowship hall for a total of $2,500.00. 

 A concrete porch was added to the front entrance with steps and a 
concrete ramp.  The wooden porch and ramp to the fellowship hall was replaced.  

1990 - A&B Center of Upholstery refinished 1 chair, 4 tables and 1 mahogany 
stand for $405.00.   The church pews were refinished (in walnut) and upholstered 
(in red fabric) for a total cost of $4,508.00. 

 



1994 - Stained glass windows were installed in October, 1994. 

1996 - Vinyl siding was added to reduce the upkeep and maintenance of the 
church.  Vinyl was also used for the underpinning. 

2004- Hurricane Ivan paid a visit to the Calvert United Methodist Church in 2004.  
The vinyl underpinning of the church was damaged and replaced with Old Virginia 
Red brick.  The white block sign was also covered in red brick and new letters 
were installed.  The roof of the church was damaged and repaired by Clay Lewis 
Construction. 

2009 - With a grant from the Sybil H. Smith Charitable Trust and other donations 
to the capital fund the south porch was enclosed for the purpose of enlarging one 
of the restroom to meet the handicapped code and a small storage area.  The only 
remaining Sunday school room was remodeled for our young children.  

 Also, in 2009, the sanctuary was remodeled with capital funds and a 
$10,000 contribution by Hilda Woodyard.  The paneling used to cover the beaded 
boards and 4 x 6 boards in 1967 had deteriorated and was replaced with a more 
durable material.  The original columns and ceiling beams were emphasized with 
larger molding.  New carpet was installed with a contribution by Michael & 
Vanessa Webb, members of the Calvert United Methodist Church.  

 Two 24” front entrance doors had no protection from the weather; thus, 
they were often hard to open.  They were difficult to use by people in wheel 
chairs, people with large body frames and people carrying items into the church.  
Therefore, the two doors were replaced with one large door and a canopy was 
added so that one could step outside the church and still be protected from the 
weather. 

The Calvert United Methodist Church has always been known as the “Little White 
Church on the Hill.”  The church has a beautiful history and is a beautiful place to 
worship.  Those of us who worship at the Calvert United Methodist Church are 
truly thankful to our founding fathers. 

  






















































