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STATE Of ALABA}~ 

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
725 MONROE STREET 

MONTGOMERY. ALABAMA 36104 
PHONE: 832-6621 

ALABAMA REGISTER OF LAt~DMARKS AND HERITAGE NOM I NATION FORM 

COUNTY __ 1)-"-'-;.!!b\"--, ________ _ 

PRESENT NAME l~,;\"",\\. E'le ""' ''-\''1 .u..J HISTORIC NAME ~ , l,i, [00'+) /,. ~" f~w 
LOCATION (Street and number) _____________________________ _ 

TOWN (Give directions if rural) ~C~C~nL~L'~.~v~,I~I<-~ _____________________ _ 

PRESENT USE _~'~~"'h"_20~'~\ _______ _ HISTORIC USE __ -'c'"~'-'_~,I _________ _ 

OWNERSHIP : Public ( ~private ( ) Public acquisition being considered ( ) 

MA I L INC ADDRESS _"-I ;;O_'L_~~p ,":,)..t!b"""",jJ'+L_UJ<f<", V"'!!J -'S ... "'b~ ____________ _ 

Gc", \-Hy ,lle el L JSO'iJ 

CONDITION : Excellent ( ) Good ( ) Fair ( ) Ruins ( ) 

INTEGRITY: Original site ( ~) Hoved ( ) When? __________________ _ 

From where? ________________ Give details in significance 

THREATS , No (~ Yes ( ) By what? ______________________ _ 

RESTORATION WORK: Being considered ( ) Underway ( ) Completed ( ) Not planned ( k1( 

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT : Open land ( ) Woodland ( ) Scattered buildings ( ) 

Highway building density ( ) Commercial ( ) Industrial ( ) 

Residential ( ) Rural ( ) 

If there are numerous buildings in the area , could this structure be part of a 
Historic District? 

SIGNIFICANCE : Why is this important (~asSOCi<lted with events, ye9ons , or movements 
Local ( ) State (~ National ( ) 

( ) a good example of a type or style of structure 

( ) other ___ __________ ___ _ 

Explain: 



·~.l ~ " .' i ~·.~!l:-: t ru.:t i o n ______________________ Date of additions 

.:i\'", .1 ,· ... 'm!>lat~ but concise history of the st ructure . 

State sources rof infornatio n f o r the above ; 

DESCRIPTION 
(Fo r br id ges , trestles , viaducts, tunnels , ('.mals , railroad linl!s . (1r (lhjecto..; see supplement 
:or m 1) 

:-1a:'-e a sketch of the floor plan of the build lng , show i.n g d i mensions , rp{.:Ited structures . 
and no rth arrow . Also indicate front of s tructul'C , 



DESCRIPTION (Continued) 

Number of sto~ies ______________ __ Foundation _______________ _ Basement _________________ _ 

WALL MATERIAL: (Note changes from one floor or wing t o ano t her) 
(clapboa r d , brick , stone, wood shingle , board and batton , stucco over wood 
or brick, metal, logs) PLEASE NOTE TY PE OF BRICK BONDING AND LOG ~OTCHI~r,. 

STRUCTURAL SYSTEH (If known) Wood frame ( } Load-bearing masonry ( ) I ron or steel ( ) 

ROOF TYPE : (Gable , Gambrel , Mansard , Flat , lIipped, Combination) 

ROOF COVERIN(; : \%od shingl e ( ) Asphalt ( ) Tile ( Hetal ( ) Slate ( ) 

ROOF TRIM : (If any) 

CHHINEYS : (/l:umber. location , and material) 

PORCHES Fran l ________________ __ Type ______________________________________________ __ 

Rear __________________ ___ Tvpe ______________________________________________ __ 

Side Tvpe __________________________________________ _ 

DOORS : Describe enlralln' door . 

Dt'st"rih~' olhc'r doo r s . 

\·n~[)mo/s : lYlh'S <lnd numbe r at N1Ch floor 

fNTERIOR: Des.::ribc mall!.:!1s . slairw<lYs . .... ''-l1nsco ting. plaste(l,'ork and any unu,.;ual i~atur.c>,.,. 



DES~RIPTIO~ (Continued) 

OTHER : L'se this space to describe any additions, alterations, outbuildings or other 
features of the structure and its surroundings. 

*A MAP WI TH THE STRUCTURE MARKED AND PHOTOGRAPHS MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH THIS FORM . * 

}~p : A U. S. Geological Survey ~~p is preferred, but if you are unable to obtain one 
a county highway map may be used . 

Pho t ographs: Must be black and white, gl ossy finish and either 5 x 7 or 8 x 10. 

PREPARED BY DATE _________________ _ 

ADDRESS PHONE _______________________________ _ 

TOWN ORGANIZATION _________________________ _ 

For Alabama Historical Commission use only 

Map Reference : Map __________________ Sit.e number _________ _ 

Thematic Category ____________________________________ _ 

Added to ALABk'~ REGISTER _____________________________ __ 

NATIONAL REGISTER Potential 

U T M 

Lat. itude Longitude 



W WI\AN[" F L OTO 
U'C:UT'''' o"nCTOot 

STATE OF ALABAM A 

ALAB A M A HISTORICAL COMM ISS ION 

72!1 MONI\O[ ST"EET 

M ONTGOM_RV. I\LI\.I\"' I\ " " 0 

November 7, 1975 

Bibb County Board of Educat ion 
103 Sout hwest Davidson 
Centreville, Alabama 35042 

Gentl emen: 

T'L("HONE NUM.'" 

']2-"21 

1he Alabama Historical Commission is pleased to inform you that 
the Bibb County Training School (Centreville El ementary School) has " 
been favorably reviewed and added t o the Alabama Register of Landmarks 
and Heritage on November 6, 1975 . The Alabama Register is a prestigious 
listing of historic, architectural and archaeological landmarks. These 
selected Alabama landmarks are worthy of both recognition and restoration. 
The Alabama Historical Commission appreciates your interest in Alabama's 
historic preservation program. 

Sincerely , 

W. Warner Floyd 

WWF/1tl 

cc : Guinn F. Kennedy 



ALABAMA HISTORIC INVENTORY 
Alabama Historical Commission 

725 Monroe Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130 

1. No. 4. Presen1 Namel,) ~ 
Z 

2. County Davidson High School 
, 

Bibb 5. Other Namehl 
3. Location of Neg.tlves Bibb Coun ty Training School 

n on@. 

6. Specific LOCIItion 16. Themulc Category Black History 27. No. of Stor'" 2 ,;:; Education ; Prominent Educatior 2B. Basemen!? YMD ;,tg 
17. Detel.1 or P.rlod NoD " 1889 (1960) " ~ 

29. Foundation Material )-

7. City or Town If RUf.I, Towmhlp & Vicinity 18. Styl. or Dllign 
Centreville 30. Wan Connruction 

B. Site Plen with North Arrow 19. Architect or Engineer 
31. Roof Type & M81erial 

20. ContrlilCtOr or Bulld.r 
32. No. of Bays .' 

21. Ori9in.1 Use, If awtr.nt Front S'd, ~ 

Sc hool 
\ . 

33. W.II Treatment , ; 
22. Present Use brick .. ,- ; 

School • 
34. Plen Shape 3 • 

23. Ownenhip Publlc~ 35. Ch.nge. Addition 0 "EO 
9. Coordinates Prlvete 0 IEllplein Altered 0 

24. Owner', Name & Add ..... in No. 41!=ebuiltMoved 0 
, 

Let. LOf15l. if known Bibb Co . Board of Educ . 36. Condition 
U.T.M. R,ferenc. 103 J .W. Davidson Interior excellen t It IT] I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I Cent r eville , AJ. . Exterior ~xs::eJ lE:Jl~ 

Zo", E.uing NonhlOll 25. Locel COntact 37. Prlllervation VIII ~ b-
10. Slte~ Structure 0 Underway? No I<J 

BulldlOll 0 Object 0 Davidson High School 38. Endangered? VIII 0 h>-
11 . On N.tlon.1 VIII 0 12. On AI •. VII~ By wnll17 No~ 

R-sl il llr1 No!9 Reai.teO NoD 26. Location of Addltlon.1 O.t. 
13. P.rt of Eneb. V .. 0 14. 01urlct VII 0 39. Vi.ible from Yn~ 

Hi5\. OIII.? No IKI Potenfl? No I!l AR file and inventroy Public Road? NoD -... 
15. N.tr. ~ ;.1 E.t.blished Dlmlct additions file 40. Acreage, Lot Siu 

41 , Further Description 01 Important Futures 

~/ 
Pl~ 
~ i 

z • 

/~"o~ 
~ ~ 

pi 
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42. History .nd Slg~"ICInc. Originally called the Bibb County Tra1n1ng ::;choOJ. , 1t was Iounded oy 
~ 

Henry Dan:.oD. a p Dominen t black educa t or in Bibb County. He taught t h ere until 1944 . The ~ , 
original building burned and was replaced in 1960 . Only a small portion of the original 

~ school r emains in back. It is now an integrated high sch ool. , 

~ 

43. Description of Environment .nd Outbuildings I--

" n • a 
-< < 

44. SoufCes of Informotlon 45. Prepllred By 46. Phoroe ! 
AR file 4~~~e?/1" 

48. St811 Member . 49. Revillon 011,1,1 

C &-£VI,1.Ai/J. L_ 



Nt" . W. Warner Floyd. E'xecutive 
Alabama Historical Commission 
725 Bouroe Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 

Dear Mr. Warner : 

, c> ~ -_ 
, 

Box 98 
Centreville , Alabama 35042 
November 3 , 1975 

.' -, 

Director' I 

I am enclosing information on Henry Damon Davidson, a Bilek 
educaeorwho was reared in BibbCoanty. I have been told that he was 
in " Who's Who in America". He established the Bibb County Training School 
in 1889 and taught there until 1944. The old buildings burned, but 
were replaced . When a new high school for blacks was built in the 19609, 
it was re-named the DavLd son Bigh School in his honor . After schools 
we re integrated, it became the Centreville Elementary School . 

Mr . Davidson wrote a book, ., Inching Along", which told of his 
life and t he school he founded. This book can be found in many libraries . 
including Cornell University . In his book. there is a picture of some 
of the students working in a school garden. He probably was one of the 
first educators to include vocational training and the teaching of 
agriculture. 

Several years ag~ . Miss Gwen Berry of your s t aff wro te for inform 
ation on Ebenezer Church. which was once in Bibb county. The eastern 
part of Bibb county was made part of Chilton County, when the legisla~ure 
established it.Me. Sam Meltzeri, 5768 Colmar Drive , Hontgom ery, Alabama , 
36111, Apt. 2B, wrote me for informa tion about a marker he though t had 
been placed near the bridge here and mentioned that he had information 
on Ebenezer Church , which he thought was in this county. We sent me 
information and photographs of Ebe nezer Church in September. This church 
is l ocated in Stanton. There i s an Al a bama Historical marker in front 
of the church, describing the April 1, 1865 battle of Ebenezer Chur ch 
He found inf ormation about the bat tle in " First with the Most", ForRst, 
by Robert Selph tlenry, BobbS-Merrill, Indianapolis, 1944, and That Devil 
Forres ~ Life of General Nathan Bedford Forrest, by John Allen Wy e t h , 
Harper , N. Y. J 1957 . 

Sincerely, 
I . /1. -,.I I 
~.(""'" L.-?t,.. Y M-~ 

Gu inn F. Kenn~dy 

(/'.;J, . >f- d-<-£. ,J.-. -{(.~ ,~ ("' v ' · I;M'h. '~·<?J [C 

$ L.,j ~7-;' .1CM/'v -",,"U v ..<,,") "tUt.... -']vrh,-",,uj 

~M: C.;..,.,....,ZZ'] ~"'.R ,t ~ "" ...... . .-i"",'cA. "vf- . 
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Seb.5 ~ Al;;'c~::l!\ . Po!) spent t.he later p.:'l ~!' .:"';,3 ":.1 :.; e !'tr:... .. ;''''';-l.: -;!.n :-.!£h 
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