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Originally a t>.o-roan structure with central hall am detatched kitchen , 
the Hunter- Anderson H<x.tse in Union Springs now cxmtains 13 roans with 3 
IX'rches am an enlarged central hallway. Although vastly altered , the 00use 
retains the feeling of an 1800 I S structure since l1DSt of the acldi tions were 
made during the last half o f the 19th century . lledroc:ms , a kitchen , an en
trance hall arrl a p::>rch were aOCled during the first quarter of the 20th cen
tury. These involved very little structural alteration beyorrl that done 
.in ~ 1800 's . 

'Ihe structure 's facade is basically Irshaped. wi th a small recessed 
J;XJrch with spindle arrl gingerbread trim . Windcws of the 4- bay facade 
are 4/4 double-hung sash , paired , with triangular ped.im;mt over each pair . 
'!be main entrance is a singl e l eaf door wi th 2 botton panel s towed with 
2 vertical gl ass panes . Other ~ are 6/6 double-hung sash . 

The rcx:>£ is a canbination o f hi ps and gabl es . T'ne f acade I 5 hipped 
p:>rtions have pl ain 1x»ced oornices while the facade I 5 gablEd p:Jrtions have 
l::x:lxed oornices with retums . 'Ihe house has 3 interior chiImeys . 

Major restoration was CXJll>l ete:l by the current ~ in 1976 with 
crlditional \'tUrk done in 1978 . 'l11ese involved no s tructural alteration . 
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Built in 1843 in what is J'lCW Union Springs , the Hunter- Anderson House 
is recx>gnized as the oldest smviving residence by the Bullock COlmty 
HisbOrical Society. 

'ltle original owner arrl tuilder, Janes Hunter , settled in Bullcx::k County 
in 1842 after l10Ving fran South carolina am was E!lployed by Bennett Hill 
Branscx:mb, a praninent plantation owner . After manying Branscanb ' s 
daughter , he built t.l"J;! original ~rcx:m pJrtion of the muse . 

In 1880 , Janes Hl.D'lter ' s youngest daughter , ElmIa , married Frank Arrlerson 
wi'¥) was a local tinsnith. 'ltle business grEM into Arrlerson Hard\·tare which is 
one of the t.cMn ' s oldest hlsinesses ani one of Alabama ' s oldest hardware 
stores . After rroving into the lnIse , Anderson began t.l"J;! series of al ter
ations an::1 aOdi tians that \\OUld cx:mtinue throughout the l ate 1800 I s and into 
the early 1900 ' s . 

The house has renained. in the family since its construction . The current 
owner was given the house by his great aunt in 1976, :a=storation \"laS begun 
at that time am continued through 1978. 
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Give 8 c omplete but concise history of the Landmark. Include 
information on important people and events associated with 
the landmark . 

THE HUNTER - A1'llERSON HOUSE 

In 1842 James Hunter moved from South Carolina to 
Alabama , ~Ihere he was given employment by Bennett Hill 
Branscomb , a prominent plantation owner in wha t is now 
Bullock County . James Hunter soon learned to love the 
beautiful little daughter of his employer and sought her 
hand in marriage . Owing to her youthful age , objection 
was made , she beIng only sixteen years old . But , as love 
will fInd a way, with the assistance of friends they ran 
away and were married on January 31 , 1843. That same 
year James Hunter constructed a modest house for his young 
bride , Lucinda Caro l ine Branscomb , at what is now 109 
Hunter Avenue , Union Springs . 

This house was built in the Southern Cottage style, 
with plain lines and a gabled roof of wooden shingles . 
The house consisted of two rooms and a central hall , with 
a detached kitchen in the back yard . The walls were con
structed of plankwall framing, and the floors were made of 
heart pine . There was one brick chimney serving 8 wood 
burning fireplace in the east room . The heart pine mantel 
had a square opening and a plain design . The twelve foot 
ceilings were made of wooden bosrds . There were two large 
windows on the facade of the house , and they were of six 
over six configuration and were trimmed with plain molding . 
The front door was of heavy pine and was a single leaf with 
four panels . This wood frame house had a foundation of 
brick pillars . The yard waB enclosed by a picket fence . 
The front yard was used for gardening , and the back yard 
served as a pasture for a few cows and chickens . 

James Hunter became a tailor , and in 1844 he and his 
~ife associated themselves with the Methodist Protestant 
Church . They were blessed with five children, who were 
among the first to be born in Union Springs before its in
corporation . After the death of James Hunter in 1855, the 
house remained in the possession of his widow . 

On May 4 , 1880, Emma Clayton Hunter , the youngest child 
of James Hunter and Lucinda Caroline Branscomb , was married 
to Frank Anderson , a local merchant who owned a tin shop . 
This business was to become Anderson Hardware, which is one 
of the oldest hardware businesses 1n the state. The young 
couple made the ir home with the bride ' s mother , Mrs . James 
Hunter . In 1881 Mrs . Hunter's widowed mother , Eliza 
Belott Branscomb , who was of French descent and was the 
mother of nine children, also came to live at the Hunter 
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History of the Landmark , page two 

home . Thus , this house became 8 headquarters for the 
Branscomb family . 

Soon after his marriage to Emma Hunter , Frank l..nderson 
added a front porch and a bedroom to the east facede of the 
house . The exterior of this addition was of wood frame , end 
the roof over the bedroom was a gable ~ith boxed cornice and 
returns . The \"'811s and ceiling of this bedroom were of 
pl aster, end the floor was of heart pine . A second brick 
chimney \'las added at the beck (north) side of the bedroom. 
The vrindov/s of this room "ere of four over four configuartion 
with plein molding . The front porch had a shed roof , plain 
wooden columns , end '''as ornamented with Victorian brackets . 
At this time the original east room vias expend ed about two 
yards eastward in order to connect vrith the newly added 
bedroom. 

E~ end Frank Anderson had one son , Frank Hunter 
Anderson , end three daughters : Carrie Elizabeth , Emmie 
Louisa , end \"illie Eliza . In order to accomodate the needs 
of his growing family , Frank Anderson made numerous addi 
tions to the house . In the earl:r 1890 T S he added two back 
rooms to the house -- a bedroom and a kitchen . A hipped roof 
of "ooden shingles was added to cover these two back rooms 
and the tt'.'o origtnal rooms. A brick chimney wes added to 
serve two wood - burning fireplaces on the west side of the 
house . The mantels were plain and were of heart pine . 
The fireplace in the newly added kitchen backed up to the 
original chimney . An interior arch "'ith turned posts and 
brackets was added in pl ace of the ori ginal back door to 
connect to the new beck hall . The new back door was a 
heavy single-leaf four-panel pine door with a transom over 
head Bnd .... ith side-lites on each side . The "'"aIls of this 
addition \'fere of plankwell framing; the rloors were made or 
heart pine ; end the wooden cei lings were h/elve .feet high . 

Ar ound 1900 Frank Anderson added a front wing to the 
west facede of the house , including a .fashionable corner 
front porch ornamented with short turned posts and verge 
boards and brackets overhead . This west .front wins consis 
ted of a long hall , a parlor , and a small bedroom (for the 
only son). The exterior of this addition was of wood frame 
wi th a gabled roo.f. A small gable was a Iso added to t he 
roof at the 'I'rest side of the house . The addit ion of the 
front west ?ling included a fourth c himney serving two coa1 -
burning fireplaces . Both of these mante ls were of heart 
pine e nd ~ere semi - ornate. It was probably at this time 
that the other five fireplaces were converted to ooal 
burning fireplaces . The kitchen mantel was replaced by 
a cast iron mantel . The three rooms of this front west 
wing all had pla ster walls , heart pine floors , and twelve 
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foot wooden ceilings. There was three - and - a-half foot 
wainscoting in the front hall , and matching wainscoting 
was also added to the central hall . At this time the two 
original rooms and the central hall were plastered . A 
small wooden room and a porch were added to the west side 
of the house at the back . 

On January 8, 1914, Frank Anderson died and left the 
house to his wife and three daughters . Widow Emma c. Hunter 
Anderson remained in her family home until her death on 
May 6 , 1941 . Her oldest daughter , Carrie, who was 'admired 
for her beauty and gentle disposition , disappointed many 
a suitor by never marrying in order to stay at home with 
ber mother. After the death of her husband , Emma Anderson 
made several additions to the house 1n order t o rent the 
west half as a duplex . These additions were made around 
1915 and included a bathroom and storage room at the rear 
(north) of the house . The front porch added in the 1890 ' a 
~as enclosed to make an additional bedroom, and a screen 
porch 1'1as added to the east side of the house . At this 
time the chimney serving the bedroom on the east facade 
was torn down , and a small bathroom was added at the back 
of this bedroom. The back of the hall was boxed in to 
make another bathroom, giving the house a total of 2! baths . 

Mrs . Anderson and her daughter Carrie lived in the 
east half of the dup l ex . Among the many rentors who lived 
in the "est half of the duplex were Dr . and Mrs. W. R. 
McCas lan and Attorney and Mrs . R . E. L. Cope . After her 
mother's death, Carrie stayed in th e f am ily home unt i l 
age 93 , ·",r~en she moved to a nursine home . Carrie never 
~oderni z ed the house, but r a ther maintained i t as i t had 
been during her chi l dhood . 

TO'hen Carr i e moved t o the nursing home in January, 
19 76 , she an d her only surviving sister , Emmie Anderson 
Brownlie , gave the house to their great - nephew , Seth C. 
Anderson . As t he house had not undergone any major repairs 
in many years , it was badly 1n need of repair . Seth gave 
the house a "major overhaul" in 19 76 . Among the restora
tion compl e ted then was a new roof , foundation, wiring and 
plumbing . Some of the floors were sanded , and fr esh paint 
was applied . The three chimneys were completely rebuilt , 
resulting in five brand new wood -burning fire places and one 
closed fireplace . ~hen Seth and his wife , Linda Slaton 
Anderson , moved into the house in 1976 , it was no longer 
used as a duplex, but once again became a single family 
home. In 1978 additional wor k was done t o ms ke t he house 
more energy- effici ent and more f unctional , includln~ the 
addit i on of in~uletion , cent~al s ir ane heat , a r~wodel ed 
ki tchen , and SOI!:.e v"all r:e.perlng ane floor c rpetine . 
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T1;;.is ",ous,," hac' un!'ergon nu:np.rous additions an:" altera
tions since its construction in 1943 . These additions were 
made during approximately the years from 1880 through 1915 . 
Although many repairs and a l terations have been made recently , 
there have been no changes in the basic floor pl an since 1915 . 
The house presently consis t s of fifteen r ooms and covers 
approximately 2,700 square fee t, exc l ud ing the three porches. 

The house contains artifacts and furnishings represen 
ting each of the generat ions who have lived here . Among 
these representa t ions are : etched portraits of Mr . and u~s . 
Bennett Hill Branscomb , lace bonnets belonging to Mrs. 
B. H. Branscomb , qui l ts that were handmade by Mrs . ~ames 
Hunter , and a Victorian bedroom suite belonging to Mr . and 
Mrs . Frank Anderson . 

The two - acre yard includes the oldest pecan tree in 
Union Springs (brought here from Texas about 1875 by W. S . 
Hunter) and a 100- year old scuppernong arbor . There are 
also t'ltO tea - rose bushes which were rooted from rose bushes 
brought to South Carolina from France around 1750 . Several 
yer~5 from the back of the house is a storage barn under 
~hich has recently been added a large wine cellar/safety 
shelter . About t~enty years ago the t~o slave quarters 
at the far back of the yard were tarn down . 

This bouse is unique in that it has remained in the 
possession of family descendants since its construction in 
1943 . It is recognized by the Bullock County Historical 
~ociety B~ b~lnE the oldE'st ':I'.lrvlvinr house in Union Springs . 

The fol101"1ne sources of information were used for 
the above mat~rial: 

Conversations "'1th Carrie Anderson Bnd Emmie Anderson 
Bromnlie before their aeaths in 1978; 

rhotographs or the house contained in Ca r r i e Anderson ' s 
photo albums . The earliest photo was mace in 1899; 

The Tradition of ~ Ancestors ~ Foreparents, a note
book containing geneoloeica1 hi~torle~ of the Branscomb , 
Hunter and Ander"'on f a ::ilip f: , "'r lttp- ~~. Carrle 
J.n'-~erson in 19):> j 

?'i~~"-'ric ";SSf"t~, 3t:llock Counts, A18b8..!"T1~ J :"ubliClhpc 
1n July , 1978 , b~ th'" ~outh Central Alabama Develop
ment Commission in r.1ontgomery , Alabama , p . 37 . 
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Include infor
the landmark . 

Many of the descendants of the family of 109 HWlter Avenue have 
distinguished themselves . The following is quoted from page 37 of 
Collections and Recollections of Bullock County History , published in 
1977 by the Bullock County Historical Society : 

'Various members of this large f amily have scattered 
and settled in many states and even Europe . They have 
entered the fields of education , medicine , government , 
and the church where they have acquitted themselves with 
distinction . Jessye Branscomb was married to William 
Martin Gwynn who served as U. S . Consul to Majorca for 
many yeers 8S well as hol ding posts in Riga , Beirut , 
Greece , the Belgian Congo and Nice . Martha Branscomb 
(see Biographies) worked as head of children services 
for the United Nations . John \';arren Branscomb (see 
Biographies) ~as a Bishop in the Methodist Church . 
Katherine Anderson is a pediatrician of \ inston- Salt'm, 
N. C. Dr . Harvey Branscomb was the Chancellor of Vander 
bilt University . Dr . Louise Branscomb was Chairman of 
Global Missions of the Methodist Church . Elizabeth Bran
scomb 11'85 Dean of !,'lomen at Birmingham Southern Col lege . 
Allison Branscomb Dil l was Dean of Social Studies at the 
University of Alabama . 

A large number of the family have continued to live 
in Union Springs and th i s genera t ion (of) Andersons , 
Parkers, and Br anscombs still form an i mportant part of 
the economic and social structure of the town , Frank 
Anderson Jr . serving as mayor of Union Springs for the 
years 1960 to 1976 . " 
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Description of rooms according to l etter codes of floor plan : 

A. Porch . Added in 1900 . Ornamented with turned pos t s & 
vergeboards & brackets overhead , and a pa ir of four over 
four doub l e hung windows topped wi th triangul ar pediment . 

B. Fr ont hall. Added in 1900 . Plaster walls with 3! foot 
wainscoting . 

C. Bedroom. Added in 1900 . Originally a parlor . 

U . Bedr oom . Added in 1900 as 8 bedroom for the only son . 

E. Bedroom . Added in 1880 . Gabled roof with boxed cornice 
and returns . 

F . Bedroom . Originally part of a long front porch . l!'hen 
front '''est wing was added in 1900 , this ?las the only 
pert of the porch left intact . Around 1915 it was enclosed 
to make a bedroom . 

G. Half -bath . When adjacent bedroom was added in 1880 , a 
fireplace stood here . The chimney was torn down around 
1915 and this half-bath was added . 

Dining room . This is one of the two original rooms of 
the house built in 1843 . It originall y had plankwal l 
framing; however , plaster was added in 1900 . 

I . Central hall . Pert of original house of 1843 . Wainscoting 
was added here in 1900. 

y... J. Music room. Part of original house of 1843. 

K. Laundry & kitchen . Added in 1900 . 
Used as a kitchen for the duplex in 

Orl. ginal 
1915 . 

us e unkn own . 

L. Study . Added in early 1890 ' s . Originally a bedroom . 

M. Rear hall. Added in early 1890 ' s . Includes an unusue l 
interior arch trimmed with short turned posts, vergeboards , 
and brackets . 

N. Bath . Part of the rear hall was boxed in to make this 
bath 'l'lhen indoor plumbing became available . 

O. Kitchen . Added in early 1890 ' s . 

P. Porch . Add ed in 1915 . 



Description of rooms according to letter codes of floor plan : 
Continued , page two 

Q. Utility room . Added in 1915 . 

R. Bath. Added in 1915 for west side of duplex . 

s . Porch . Added in 1900 . 
1977 by a screen porch 

The wooden porch was 
with concrete floor . 

replaced 1n 
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Architect or Builder (give name and biogra phies, if known) 

JA MES HUNTER 

In September, 182'6, William Hunter and his wife. Elizabeth 
\llhite, and four children immigrated from Eng land and settled at 
Mount Carmel, Abeville District, South Carolina. James Hunter , 
their oldest son, who was born in England on August 28, 1819 , 
moved to Alabama in 1842. He was g iven employment by Bennett 
Hill Branscomb at the Branscomb Plantation , located what is now 
off the Eufaula Highway about three miles east of Union Springs. 
James Hunter soon learned to love the beautiful little deughter 
of his employer and sought her hand in marriage . Owing to her 
youthful age, objection was ma de , she being only sixteen years 
ol d . But, as l ove will f ind a way , with the a ss i s t ance of 
friends t hey ran away and were ma r ried on January )1, 1843 . That 
same year J ames Hunter constr uc ted a modest hous e f or h i s young 
bride, Luc i nda Carol ine Brans comb , at what is now 109 Hunter 
Avenue , Uni .:: n Springs . James beca me a tai lor, and he end his 
wi fe were b lessed with three s ons an d t wo daughters . J ame s Hunter 
di ed June 8 , 1855, a nd wa s buried at the small cemetary on the 
Branscomb Plantation, where his tombstone is still standing . 
His widow remained in the Hunter home until her death on May 9 , 
1913. at the age of eighty- s ix . (Most of the above infor mation 
i s c ontained in Th e Tradition of ~ Ancestors ~ Foreparen t s , 
8 notebook containin~ geneol og i cAl histor i es of the Br anscomb , 
J! l_mter , anc Ander son fam i lies , written by Carrie E. Anderson in 
1 930 . ) 

The following is quoted directly from an unidentified news 
paper article pasted in the An der son Family Bi b le. Thi s Bi bl e 
"'as pri n ted in 1847 . 

Communicated. 
On the 8th of June. 1855 , JAMES HUNTER , ag ed 

nearly t h irty eight years . 
Bro. Hunter was a native of Aberville district, 

South Carolina. In 1842 he removed to this , Macon 
county. Alabams , where he remained until the time 
of his death. He married the da ughter of Mr . B. 
H. Bransc ombe, and in 1844 he and his wife connected 
themselves with the Me thodist Protestant church, 
wher e he lived in great peace and love with his 
brethren until his death . He was quiet and affable 
in his intercourse, upright in business trans
actions, and always f ound on the side of g ood 
morals and religion . Being thrown upon the cold 
charities of the world as an orphan at the ag e of 
twelve years, he did not have an opportunity of 
obtaining e very liber al educat ion, yet he improv ed 
ever y opport unity , so t ha t he wa s int el ligent, re 
s pec t abl e end beloved . The writer was assoc i ated 
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Continued , page two 

with him in ch'.l1'ch fellowship until dea t h separated 
us. He was a l ways punctual in his attendance upon 
the means of gr ace . If his seat was vacant it 
wa s for no t rivial cause . ksny pl easant sessons 
have we enjoyed together . But, ah ! he is gone to 
that better and brighter world on high . Our loss 
is great , but it is his great gain . 

He was sick eighteen days . On being informed 
of h i s approaching dissolution he was calm, end 
expressed a strong desire that his wife should not 
grieve . He asked if he vias going to die now . On 
being told not immediately , but probably soon , he 
exclaimed , "Oh l death, where 1s thy sting , and oh , 
grave, where is thy victory?" He exhorted his 
children to be obedient to their mother, and to love 
and fear God . Having been near ly speechless for 
some time, on the day of his death it was gracious 
ly restored , and he prayed with great fervency , 
praising God and holding sweet converse with that 
Saviour to whose embrace he was rapidly approaching . 
After this he could not articulate so as to be 
understood, but still by the expressions of his 
countenance , the motions of his hB1 d , and all that 
we could understand , he was constantly rejoicing in 
the bright prospect before him. He gloried in the 
cross of Christ , and the power of that cross sus 
tained him in the trying hour of death . Mark the 
perfect man , for the end of that man is peace I 

In the death of this brother this community has 
lost one of its best citizens , the Methodist Protes 
tant one of its exempl ary , faithful and devoted mem
bers , and his dear family B devoted , affectionate and 
provident husband and father . May the Lord sus -
tain them in their bereavement , snd all meet at 
last 1n heaven . 

JOSEPH M. SCOTT . 
Lockland , Macon co ., Ala, Aug 18 , 1856 . 



DESCRIPTION 

Other : Use this s pace to describe any additions , altera 
tions , outbuildings or other features of the structure and 
its surroundings . 

This hOllse has undergone numer ous a dditions and 
alterations s ince it s constrllc t ion in 1143 . A',ost of 
the addit i ons were made fr om 1880 to 1900 , and a few 
wer e mad e a s l e t e a s 1915 . There have been no rec en t 
changes in the floor plan , although numerous alterations 
have been made recently to make the house more functional 
Bnd more energy-efficient . Among the restoration completed 
in 1976 was 8 new roof , foundation, wiring , and plumbing . 
In the back section of the house, the cel11ngs have been 
lowered from t~elve feet to nine feet . Also in this section, 
some ~all - p8per Bnd floor carpeting have been added . The 
t~o kitchens have been modernized , as have been two of the 
bathrooms . (However , the orig inal cast - iron claw- feet 
bathtubs ",ere retained . ) In the two orig inal r ooms the 
heart - pine floors were sanded and varnished. The three 
chimneys were completely rebUilt , resulting in five brand 
new wood-burning fireplaces and one closed fire place . Four 
of the mantels are original, but t,·,o new brick mantels were 
added . Tbe walls of one bedroom , one bathroom, and the 
storage room have been sheet-rocked . Centra l air and heat 
were added in 1978. 

On the east side of the house a sunken wood - frame 
flower house with a gabled roof can be seen in 8 photo
gra ph taken in 1910 . Tbis flower house is still standing . 

Several yards from the back of the hous e is a 
recently-repa ired storag e barn under which has been 
added (in 1977) a l a r g e wine cellar/ safety s helt er . 

About t?renty years ago the t wo s lave qua rters at the 
ra r bac k of the ya r d ' .... er e t or n down . 



• 

State sources of information, g iving full bibliographical data : 

Continued 

In addition to The Tradit i on of our Ancestors or Foreparents , 
several other sources were used : 

Conversations with Emmie Anderson Brownlie and Carrie 
Anderson prior to their deaths in 1978 . 

Photographs of 
photo albums . 

the house contained 1n Carrie Anderson ' s 
The earliest photo was made in 1889 . 

Historic Assets, Bullock County , Alabama , published in 
July , 1978 , by the South Central Alabama Development 
Commission in Montgomer y , Alabama , p . 87 . 

Collections And Recollections Of Bullock County History, 
publ ished in-r977 , by the Bullock County Historical 
Society , pp . 36- 37 . 



HISTORIC/COMMON NAHE 

Anderson (Seth) House 

DATE/PERIOD 

1843 

STYLE 

Greek Revival 

LOCATION 

Union Springs 

PRESENT OWNER 

Seth Anderson 

James Hunter, born in England, moved from South Carolina to Union 
Springs in 1842, married, and built the family home located on what is 
now known as Hunter Street. Hunter was a tailor and constructed a very 
modest two-room home of sawn lumber. His children were among the first 
to be born in Union Springs before its incorporation. 

The home has remained in the possession of the family descendants 
and has undergone numerous alterations in order to accomodate the needs 
of each family. The house currently consists of 15 rooms. The orig
inal two rooms have been almost completely concealed by more recent 
construction . However, the walls, ceiling, and floor of each room have 
remained intact. The original single chimney has been restored and 
three chimneys have been added to serve five additional fireplaces , 
two of which are back - to - back. 

The small corner porch has also been added in recent years. It 
is ornamented with short turned posts and vergeboards and brackets over
head . The pair of four over four double hung windows are surrounded by 
traingular pediment as is the pair of windows on the front side of the 
house. Almost all other windows are of a six over six configuration and 
are trimmed with plain molding . 
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