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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Fort Dale Cemetery is located across the road from where Fort Dale once stood,

On highway #185, 4! miles North of Greenville. The cemetery is on a level lot 5/4'x
125" and enclosed with a chain-link fence across the front and by a plain bobwire
fence down the two sides and rear. There is a beautiful brick arch at the front en-
trance with the words in black letter spelling out "Fort Dale Cemetery Founded 1818
Erected 1968". There are two other openings in the fence for an old wagon road which
passes through the cemetery. The old cemetery is surrounded by a beautiful woodland
of Alabama's native trees.

Many of the first pioneer settlers of Butler County were buried here, but many have no
tombs to mark their resting places. Some are marker with native stones, and one or
two graves have wooden crosses, but most of the graves have tombstones of white marble.
These reveal interesting historical and personal data and are varied in design and
execution.

The Fort Dale Cemetery was presented in the Historic American Buildings Survey of 1935.
In the photograph there are several grave houses shown, unfortunately only one of these
grave houses remain today. This house covers the grave of Mary Ola Bush, who died in
1885. It stands about 5'-8" high and is 6'-0" wide by 8'-0" long. The post are 4x4
with paling wood in between. The roof is a gable covered with tin and the end gables
enclosed with horizontal beveled siding. The grave house was restored and painted in
the summer of 1979 by the Landmarks Foundation of Butler County.

In the fall of 1979 the Landmarks Foundation renovated the oldest section of the cemetery.
Several graves were in terrible condition,restoration of the cemetery was under the
direction of the Landmarks Foundation President Tom Braxton with Dunklin-Herndon Funeral
Home working with the foundation on the project. For years the cemetery was obscured

by neglect and vandalism. Today, the restoration has made it an attractive site of
historical and civic significance. The cemetery, which is still used today, is kept

very clean by the Perpetual Care Assoc., under the direction of Mrs. John Duncan.

The cemetery is an important link to the history of both Butler County and the State

of Alabama.

See drawing of grave house and plot of cemetery.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The first marked grave in Butler County is jn old Fort Dale Cemetery located near the
original site of Fort Dale. Col. Sam Dale came to Butler County to help the settlers
build a fort, it was named for him.

There was a fort onlya couple of miles from the Fort Dale site, built by Thomas Gary.
Mr. Gary charged a fee for the use of his stockade, and his neighbors built in compet-
ition to keep from paying the fee. In 1818 Mr. Gary lost his health on account of the
loss of his investment in this fort and died soon after. His grave was marked and
evidence points to the fact that the marker was put there not too long after his death.
His wife placed the marble and she died only eight years later in 1826. Thomas Gary's
grave is the oldest marked site in Butler County. He is the only American Revolutionary
Soldier buried in this county.

There is no doubt that children, infants and probably adults among the early settlers
died in what was to become Butler County before Mr. Gary, but the graves were not marked
and there is no record of their death. Some of the graves are marked with native stone,
but most of them have tombstones of white marble.

A guotation from Little's "History of Butler County 1815 to 1885":

Stated that '"The thing now at this place, of most interest to the general reader, is the
old graveyard. Here are deposited the remains of many of the first settlers of the County,
the descendants of whom are now scattered to all parts of the state. Thomas Gary was the
first person ever buried here. He was born in South Carolina, in 1794, and came to this
county in January, 1818, and died in the fort in April of the same year. His wife died

in 1826. Andrew Jones was buried here in 1822. Ennis McDaniel died in 1831. Other old
citizens recently buried here are: Joseph Hartley, born 1769, died 1849; his wife born
1777, died 1863; Jesse Stallings born 1795, died 1881; his wife, born 1804, died 1883."

"The palings that once enclosed this burial-place, have long since rotted down, and should
be replaced by those who have relatives and friends buried here."

The cemetery is now enclosed with a wire fence and the oldest section of the cemetery has
recently been restored by the Landmarks Foundation of Butler County. The grave house,
which is listed in the Historic American Building Survey of 1935 has also been renovated.

The cemetery is an important link to the history of Butler County as well as the great
State of Alabama, and the restoration has made it an attractive site of historical and
civic significance.
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