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S1,\ TE OF ALABA~IA 

ALAB~IA HI STORICAL Cm~IISSION 
725 ~IONROE STREET 

~IONTGO~IERY. A LASAJ-L~ 36130 
PHONE : 261- 3184 

ALA SAJ-IA REGISTER OF LANmlA RKS AND HER ITAGE 
Nominatio n Form 

;- £ , , , 
(lJJh'IY __ Bu=t"l-=-er'-____ _ , t ( r , , 

NA.\1E : Present Watson Memorial Center His t o ric J . C. Watson home - Watson ','- 1\ 
Hospital 

ux:.ATION: Street and Number __ -,l:.:O:.:'~Mi:::' r:.::a::;n:::d=a...:S:.:t:.:r.:e.:et"-____ _____ _____ _ , ; 

Tmm (Give directions if TIl'(al) ___ G_e..;o_r"g'_'a..;na'-____________ _ , , 
"A )l-\P WITH THE L\NIl-iAR!( ~~\RKED ~IUST BE SUIiNITlr.D WITH THIS FOm-I" 

CATEGORY: Building ( X) Structure () Object () Site () District ( ) , 
USE : Present Vacant _~~~-L ________ __ 

, 
Histori~ Home and hospital 

O\\NERSHIP : Public ( X) Private ( ) , 
t f t £ 

~ner ' s Name __ ~G1~' t~y~of~G~e~o~r~g1a~' ~na=_ _ __________________ __ 
, 

~lailing Address --'F-',,,P-'-,-'Bu= x:...::2::06=--_____________________ ~ __ '_( __________ _ , 
Georgiana. Alabama 36033 

( 

INTEGRITY: , Original Site ( X) ~loved () h'hen? _____________ _ 
c t f 
From wncrc? _______________________ __ (Give detail~ iA significance . ) , , 

C=ITlQ~S : Exce11ent ( ) Good ( ) Fair ( X) Ruins ( ) 

THREATS: No ( ) Yes ( X) By M1at? City wants to tear it down . 

RESTORATI ON WOR!( : Being considered ( X) Underuay ( ) Completed ( ) Not planned ( ) 

SURRClW.'D ING ENVLRONI-!ENT: ()pcn land ( ) Woodland ( ) Scattered buildings ( ) 
High building density ( ) CoIITnercial ( X) Industrial ( ) 
Residential ( X) Rural ( ) 

Acreage Less than one 

For all categories other than a district and object give a s ite plan with a North arrON, 
Show related buildings . Co 

For a district give a verbal bolD1dary description and attach a sketch map of the district . 



SIGNIFIO\~CE : 

\\11Y is tlus l andmark s i gnificant? ( X ) 

( ) 
( ) 

associated with events , persons, or JlK}vements 
Local (X) Stote () Nationa l ( ) 

a good example of a t }l)!! or styl e of s t nlcture 
o the r 

. ' " .. 

fu:plain: (Briefly St3tC \\hy the above is tnlc) 
One of the first hospitals in Butler County. Housed the family of Dr. Watson while 
also serving as hospital. Outstanding workmanship and attention to detail in portion 
used as family residence. Elaborate compared to other homes in the area. 

E [0 f 

Date of Construction or Period of major importance . Constructen 1913 

Architect or Builder (Give name and biogr aphies , if kno~n) Supposedly designed by 
Dr . Watson. Probabl y aided by local carpenters. as there are several other houses 
in the city which have some of the same exterior details. 

Give a complete but concise hi s tory of the Landmark. Include information on importan t 
people ond events associated wi th the lancbnark . (USE ADDITIO:w. SHEETS IF KECESSARY) 

Built by Dr . James Crawford Watson and wife Edna as a residence in 1913 . Also 
served as infir~r,y for Dr. Watson, a medical doctor . First a~pende cton7 i n Geor~iana 
performed there i n 1913. shortly after building was completed. After Dr. Wa t s on 's 
death in 1926, Mrs. Watson continued to live in the buildinp . and rented out rooms 
to boarders . In 1966 the property was s old by Mrs . watson to A.E. and Jean Booker . 
The property was purchased from them by the City of Georgiana in 1982 . Dr . J. e . 
'watson was a member of a noted family in the area, which produced several physicians. 
Several persons who were later prominent in the business life of Georgiana boarded 
in the home of Mrs . l';atson when they fi r st ari:ived in the city . 

Sta te sources of information , giving ful l bibliogr aphical da t a : From conversations 
with Dr. Watson's daughters , Mrs . Eleanor Watson Lewis and Mrs . Louise Watson Sapp. 
both of Panama City, Fla . , and Mr. Clive Shell of Georgiana (first appendecto~ 
patient), and other local residents . 

DESCRI PT I (J>I : PlKlTOGRAPHS OF TIlE LAND·~\RJ( ~nJsr BE SUI'l>IIITED l\~ni nilS FORI-I. , ' 

Compl ete as di r ect ed he l m." fo r each ca t egory. 

BUILDING: 

NlU1\ber of s tories 2 - -=---- FOlUldation Masonry pillars Basement -----
No 

Nall l-lateria l : (Note changes from one f l oor or wing to another) 
(clapboard, brick, s t one , wood s hingl e , board and batten , stucco over 

,",,'cod or brick , me tal , logs) 

Clapboards 

Structural Syst em : ( If kno.n) 
Wood f rame ( X) wad-bearing masonry ( ) Iron or Steel ( ) 



DESCRIPTION (Con t inued) 

Roof Type : (Gabl e , ~LmbTclJ ~bnsardJ Flat . Hippcd.Combin3tion) 
Combination 

Roof Covering : (Wood shingle , Aspha lt. Tile, ~1etal , Sl ate) 
Asphalt shingles 

Roof Trim : (Corrdccs , bargcboard, brackets , etc.) Enclosed cornices on front 
(residential) section: open cornices on infirmary section. 

Po rc he 5 : Fron t ( type and de 5 c r ip t i on), __ -,W:.:i:.:d:.:e".-=o.:;n:.:e_-::..:.:to:.",=-,g"a::;l::;l::;e::"'"".,-e:.:xt::.:.;e:.:nd=.'-..::a:.:c::.o.:::,.:, __ 

front and. down left side. Roof supported by brick and wood pillars . 

Rea r (t}~e and description) __ ~N~o~n~e _________________________ _ 

Side (type and de sc r i pti on ) _-,,5.=1::.e e" p"'i:.:n"g'--"po::.:..rc=:h".'-.:."c.:.r"e.:.en:.:e"d:..'--'o:.:n:...::."o::.ut.:;hc....;("l::e:.:f:.:t.:.)_ 

side of house . 

Ibors : ~1ain entrance (locati on , description) 
Center Fr ont . Wooden with 12 lights, one wooden panel at bottom. 

Other entrances (l ocation , descrip t ion) Left front : Wooden , one panel, one 
Back : 2- panel wood, one light. li~ 
Kitchen sres: 6- panel solid wood. 

Kindo .... 's : Types and number of each floor of f acade First floor: three, lover 1, 
do~le hung. Second floor: five, frosted diamond panes over single pane, double 

Types and number per floor for sides and rear 1st floor: lover 1,10?\hung . 
2 over 2, 7 : 4 over 4, 13 . Second floor: diamond panes over one, 9: 2 over 
2. 9' 4 over 4, 8: lover 1, 1. , 

Interior : Describe m:lIltel s , staiTh"a),s , \\ainscoting , jJlasterwork and any unusual featurE. 
Wainscoting, stairway, door and window frames and mantels in residential section cf 
dark-stained heart pine. Terra cotta tiles around fireplace in reception room : 
yellow glass tiles around parlor fi replace; green glass tiles around dining r oom 
fireplace. Dini ng room mantel has leaded glass doors . -Dentil molding-type plat e 
rail in dining room. Stairway has catwalk landing. Residential area wallcovering 
of painted muslin . Infirmary has tongue-&~groove horizontal boa~ walls, stairway, 
and floors all of heart pine . Pine flooring in residential part ; has four pocket 
doors ' beamed ceiling in reception room: chimneys enclosed within walls. Original 
piping for carbide lights remains in residential portion. 

Other : Use this space t o describe any additions , alterations , outbuildings or other 
fea tures of the structur e and its surroundings . 

Small upstairs porch over f r ont entrance has been removed. Former back porch was 
enclosed and three rooms added above for s'..lrgery . After Dr. Watson ' s death, 
structure '.as converted to aIBrtments and baths and kitchenettes added. 

On an additional sheet make a sket ch of the fioOT plan of the building, showing 
dimensions if possible. 
nus IS Naf REQUIRED! 



DESCRIPTION (Continued) 

STRUCI11RE: On a separate sheet of paper give a compl ete as possible verbal description 
of the structu~e. (See examples) 

OIlJECf : 

SITE: 

OrsTRICf : 

~l a separate sheet of paper give a complete as possible verbal description 
. of the .object. (;;ce examples) 
r • I .. ~ c-

On a separate sheet of pa~er give the pt'esent description of ~the site and 
ho,"" the site is believed to have looked during its period of importance. 

< , 

On a separate sheet of p3pcr give a general description of the district. Also 
nceded is a numbered list of the structures 'in the district corresponding to 
the sketch mJ.p . 'nus listing should include a name for the structure, a date 
of construction. a brief description . a statement of why the structure is 
significant , if it is. 

*A mp WIlli TIlE ].'.NL\\t<\RK H<IRKED AND PflJTOQlAPHS ~IJST BE SUR-IiTTED WIlli nus FO~I" 

Map: A U.S . Geologi cal Survey Joiap i s preferred, but if you are lU1able to obtain 
one a COlUlt y highway map may be used. 

Photographs : Black and ""hite , glossy finish , 5 x 7, or 8 x 10 , is preferred . 
t E 

FOR.'j PREPARED BY • 
l\ame __ -,S"h:..e:..r_ry,,-~_I_. _B:..o:..w_e:..r:..s ______________ Dat e _:..o"c"t"o.:b:..er"-.1"-._1..:9..:8..:" __ _ 

J\ddress __ ~p.::. 0'C;.. • ..'Bo~x..;2::!6,"-_____ ........ c _______ Telephone _-,J!..!7~6::-?~O!.!7",6 ........ __ _ 

Town ___ ........ G~e~o~r~g~ia~na~,~'~Ala~ba~~~~~6~O~3LJ~~ ____ .-_____________ _ ., 
Organi zation _~.W~a~t"s~0:'2n...!CMe,:!mo~r::i:!,a:=I_C~e,:!n.:'t~e:.;r...!CR!:;en~o~v~a~t:.:i",o:'2n_()i~<>~_~·C't:.:t:",e:",e ____ -,-_______ _ 

l 

• 

For Alabama Historical Commission use onl y 

STAFF CDNEi'HS : 

H'IP REFERENCE: MAP ________________________ _ 

U. T. N. Refer ence 
-Easting -- - ""NorthIilg- - -

Thematic Category _ _________ __________________ _ 

Added to ALABA't4 REGISTER _______________________ _ 

NATIONAL REG ISTER Potential 
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