
STATE OF ALAB&~~ 

ALAB~A H[STORICAL CO~~ISSION 
725 HO~ROE STREET 

MO~TGOMERY, ALAB~~ 36104 
PHO~E: 832-6621 

ALABAMA REGISTER OF LANDMARKS AND HERITAGE NOMINATI ON FORM 

COUNTY ____ -"C~J.'e~h~l~J~rnn~eL_ __________________ ___ 

PRES ENT N~1E Ar bacoochee H!STOR!C N"'"E _________________________________________ _ 

LOCATION (Str eet and number) ____________________________________________________________ __ 

TOWN (Give direc t ions if rural) Arbacoochee 

PRES ENT US E ____ V"ae.c=a"'n"t~ _________________ HI STORIe US E __ .oM"i"n",1,,· n""9 ... ,..,.,C"o"rnrn="ec!r"c"e"-__________ ___ 

OlfNERSHIP : Public ( ) Private (X) Public acquisition being considered ( ) 

mlNER'S NAME Miss Mary Neal 

MAILING ADDRESS P . O . Box 8 49 

DeArmanville , AL 

CO~DITrON : Excellent ( ) Good ( ) Fai r ( ) Ruins ( X ) 

INTEGRITY : Original s i te ( X ) Hoved ( ) When? __________________________________________________ _ 

From where? _________________________________ Give details in significance 

THRE.\TS: ~a ( ) Yes ( X ) By what? Neglect 

RESTORATIO~ I.[OR.I<: Being considered ( ) Underway ( ) Completed ( ) Kat plann~d ( X ) 

SURROUKDIKG ENVIRO~HENT: Open land ( ) l.Joadland ( X ) Scatte~ed buildings ( ) 

Highway bu ilding density ( ) Commercia l ( ) Industrial ( ) 

Residential ( ) Rural ( X) 

If there are num~~ous buildings in the area , could this structure be part of a 
Historic District? 

SIG~HFICfu~CE: Why is thi~ important ( X ) associated with events, persons , .ot" movements 
Local ( X ) Stat~ ( ) National ( ) 

( a good example of it type ot" style of stt"u..::t:ut"~ 

( ) 0 the r _________________ ___ 

Expl .. in : Scene of gold rush before the California Gold Rush in 1849 . 



ARBACOOCHEE 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The town of Arbacoochee was a boom town in the days between 
1836 and the California gold rush of 1849 . At that time , it was 
the largest town in east Alabama with an estimated population of 
between 5,000 and 7 , 000. A hotel, drugstores, two saloons, churches, 
and other businesses gave the appearance of prosperity . Citizens 
lived in small frame houses or in tents . When the gold rush began 
in California, Arbacoochee was quickly abandoned and never regained 
its former glory. 

There is only one building remaining at the present time and 
is in bad condition. It is a two- story brick building with a 
gabled tin roof . It was built as a general merchandise store,the 
propriator lived on the second floor . The walls are 3 layers of 
brick thick. Although the structure has been burned out twice, 
the exterior has remained virtually unchanged since 1849. 

Many of the holes and tunnels used by the miners are still 
evident along the road. Deep in the woods near the building is 
the "Glory Hole," the largest crevice in the area . Gold mining 
continued in spurts until the early 20th century. Tourists still 
come occasionally hoping to strike it rich. According to local 
citizens, the largest piece of gold found east of the Mississippi 
was found at Arbacoochee. 
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• l F .. ,," 10· ::.00 UNITEO STATE S D EPARTM E NT OF THE INTERIOR STATE, 

(Jul~ 19(9) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Alabama 
COU NTY , 

NA TIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES leburne 
INVENTOR Y - NOMINATION FORM FO R NPS use O .... LY 

E N"T R Y"'''' M ISER ~ O A T E 

(Type a ll e ntries - complete applicab le sections ) 
1 

I. NAME 
co ... ... o .. , 

Arbacoochee 
... .. O / OR HI S TORIC, 

Same 
I,. LOCATION 

STREET "' N O Nv ... eliR, 

C I T Y OR T O WN' 

Arbacooc hee 
ST ... TE l COO l!: C OU NTY , C O O l!: 

Alabama Cleburne 1 
J. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
O'oI'NERSHIP STATUS 

ACC ESSIBLE 
(C,. .. e/, On.) TO THE PUBLIC 

OJ Oi AIr;C: . 0 8",1<1,,,, 0 Publ ;c Pulllic: Ac~u;.II;on: itJ Occupi ..! V •• : 

0 R ••• r!c .... 0 51 ,. 0 St'''Clu,. G<I P"VQ'. 0 In Pro ceu 0 Uno"cup'." 

0 Obi_c, 0 So,I> 0 S.in, Consid ••• d o P t ••• ,y,",;O" ... ot~ 0 Un. utr ic-f"cI 

i n p, " jI • ••• !Xl "-
"R ESEN T \,IS E (C h .. c" On. 0, {lfo, ••• "pp, op, ie'e) 

0 Ag,;cu hu,,, 1 0 Go ... , ...... ", 0 POlk 0 T '""Spo",,. ; Oft o Co ... ",."'S 

o C ..... "' . rc!ol 0 I"dus " ;ol 0 p,j"",. Rn ld.nc. ~Oth., (S/Hc lr,) -
0 Educat ionol 0 MlI; lory 0 R.lIg;ou. cot p:tuelltJ y 
0 f '''."oin",. n' 0 Mu •• v ... 0 Sci.n'i/lc 10 lise 

. 4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 1 
"' '''E R' S N AM E , ,. • -Miss Mary Nea l .... > • -0- -STREE T A N D N U MBE ... , 

i · 
P.O. Box 849 

CI T" OR TO WN , 5 T .. T I'; , C ODE 

DeArmanville Alabama 1 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTI ON 

C O UR T l-iOUII: , ... I:QlsT ... " 0,.. 0 1:1: 01 , ", TC . n -Cleburne Count y Courthouse .... • 0- · 'TRE£ T AN D N U MlIE ... , " · 
" 

, 
" C I TV OR TO WN , .5 T A T E • CO D E 

Heflin Alabama 
I ,I 16 . REPRESENTATIOH IH !XIUING SURVEYS I 

T I T L£ OF S U R VE Y, 

I · not mentioned i n existing survey -any ::' 1 "" 
DAT E 0 '" 5VI'IV !E V, 0 Fed • • e l 0 SIO •• 0 County 0 Loc,,1 ", 0 , . 
DEPOSI T O R Y 1" 0 " SURvE Y R ECOPl OS , , Z , 

• · C , • 5TR£E T .. N O N U M B ER ' 
rn 
0 
Z 

CI TV 0 .. T O ..... N ' S TAT £, COOl'; f---~ 

~ • -· 
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I 
7 D~SCRIPTlON 

o C;"" o F .. i . 
CONDITION 

(O_clt O n_) 

o ,1,1, ••• 01 iJ Uno lt"Rd 

(Clt .. ,k On_) 

IKl O.,.d ..... '.eI 

I 
o U nup .... cI 

Present: There is only one building remaining at the present time 
Bnd it is in bad condition. It ~s a two-story brick building with a 
gabled tin roof. The brick foundation of the building has deteriorated 
Entrance to the building is constrocted on two levels, and the steps 
leading to the second level are hazards. A large wooden door serves 
as a front entrance. Inspection of the inside of the building was 
impossible. 

Oelglnal : The town of Arbacoochee was a boom town in the days pre­
ceding the California gold rush of 1849 . At that time, it was the 
largest town in East Alabama with an estimated population of between 
5-7000. Hotels, drug stores, saloons, churches and businesses gave 
the appearance of prosperity. Citizens lived in small frame houses 
or in tents. However, when the gold rush began out in California, 
Arbacoochee was quickly abandoned and, as is the way with ghost 
towns, it has never regained its former glory. 

There are visible signs in the earth of the holes and tunnels 
built by the gold miners, and occasionally a small bit of gold 1s 
still found . It has been said that the largest piece of gold found 
east of the Mississippi was found at Arbacoochee. 
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• 1'5. SIGNI FICANCE 

""OII'QO (Ch • .,k U ... Dr "' ..... ~ -,pp,.,p, I .... ) 

o P •• -Col""' ...... : 0 16.;' C ... ru . ~ 

o 15.10 CO""", 0 17.10 C.""", 
CJ 13 1 ~ C .... • ... , 

~ 19 .10 C-. r,...., 

abandoned 1849 

Abo. i,i".1 

o P,.hiOf ... ;C 

o Hi~lo.ic 

0 Ag, ;e"I", .. 

0 A."hi .. "' .... 

0 Arl 

o Ed .. ,,"h .... 

o Eng; ..... ;", 

o Pol,' iul 

o R.I;!i,o,,/ Ph,. 

101Op'" 

SCl,ItplUr • 

Socia I/HII,"a"" 
i 
! 

0 C_. 
0 C""" ....... ;c.ri .... TI".",.. i j ... ,j" .. 

0 C ..... _.,i ... k,ccCO~==~~==~~CC:: __ ~~~:, ____________ ~~T:'O:":'~'O=':'O='~'O:" ________ ::::::::::::::::::~ __ ~I \ 
STATEMI:NT 0'" ""N'P'CANCE 'I \ 

. _ ..1.he t own of Arhacoocbee was a major t own in East Alabama during I 

the days preceding the California gold rush. With a population I 
e8tima~ed at between 5-7000, Arbacoochee was the largest town in this " 
area . I 

Much of the remaining buildings were burned in Coxton's Raid 
during the Civil War. As a result only on~ of the original buildings 
is still standing and it has deteriorated over the years. 

Many of the holes and tunnels used by the miners are s till evident 
along the road. Deep in the woods near the building is the "Glory 
Hole", a crevice s ome I5 ' feet deep, which was dug out by hand shovel 
by the miners. Originally the "Glory Hole" was much deeper but the 
natural erosion has filled it over the years . Gold mining continued in 
spurts until the early 20th century . Tourists still come occasionally 
hoping to s trike it rich. 
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I?· MAlO" BIBLIOGRAPHIC AL REFERENCE S 

Incerview with Joel Thompson. Cleburne County Agent . Dece:rpber 19, 1973. 

Birmingham News, December 9 , 1973. 

Interview with Miss Mary Neal. February, 1974. 

1 
1 I •. CeOGRAPHICAl DATA 

, . 
I.. "'T ITUDI!: "''''0 1..0"''''1'\,101: COORO' ...... TES I , L."TI TUOE A ND 1..0NG .TU 01: C:OO"'Ol ",.o.TI:.--- · 

OIE" 'Nt N(; • "" £<:1'.0.,., (;1..1: LOCATING TH I: PROP.R T'" a OIl"'''''NG TH Iit C1:"'1'I:R POINT O~ ........ 0 .. £"1' '1' 

R 01'" 1..£51 T W A N TE,. .o. CRI[, 

C:OIOl'" I: III ""'1'IT U OI: L ON(lITUDE LAT'TUDE 1.0"'<; '1'UO I< 

Owg'e •• M''' '' ' '' Secon,h O_g ..... Mi,. .... u Second. 0_",,. •• M,nu'.' S.t_c1. O_g •••• Min" ••• S.cand . .W • · • . · 33' 34 3i 
. 

• 85 • 31 04' ., · • · .. • · • . · 
<w • . · • -

..... PROX' ..... 1'!': "'CI'II!:A"I!: 01'" NO ... ' ..... 1'IEO P!'IOPE "' TY , -' acre 
iL lST ALL 5TI>1'£S AND COU NT,I[S "OR "'IIOP£IIT I1[5 QVIE'U. "PP ING STATI!: OR C O UNTyaOu N O ..... 'IU None 
ST A TI[ , COOl: COUNTY CODII: 

111 T ... TEl CODe: CO UNTY ' COO" 

ST 4TI!I CODE COUN TY CODE 

- 5T 4T EI CODE COUNTY ' COO" 

-111. FORM PREPARED BY -N .... .. 4NO TlTI..E: 

Ellen Austin A, 
OI'lG"N' Z4 TlON I"" East Alabama Commission 3-24-74 
ITR E .. T ... NO NU"'S ER, 

&00 Ouintard Avenue P.O, Box 2186 
C'TY 0 .. TO· ... N: 5T4TIII: I coo. 

Anniston 
A " 

12. STATE LIAISON OFF ICER CERTIFICA liON NATIONAL RECISTER V;;::R1FICAT JCN 

..., 
As the designat .. d State Liaison Office. for the Na-

tion.l Historic Prnervation Act or 1966 ( Publto; I. • .., 1 hereby o;ert it y that th.s property is i.·u: h:c!ed in the 

89-(65). I he r., by nomina te thi$ property fo r ino;lu5ion National Re&iste r. 

in the Nationa l Registe r and o;ertity that it ha s b .. en 

evaluated aco;o rdlnil to the o; riteria and pro.::eeure5 s et 

(ort." by the National P a rk S ervic • . " he ""commended 

level or !ltgnilu::ance or t his nOmlnatlon is: 
Chiel. Olliee 01 Archeology lind Hisloric Preserva tion 

National ~ St .. te 0 L oca l 0 

Date . 
NiI~ 

ATTEST : 

T itle 

Keeper of The Nalional Rella: ..,. 

Oat .. r;,,,te 

C;;"OsCl l,O l ' 
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