
. '. \ 
• ALABAMA 

HISTORICAL I 

STATE OF ALABAllA 
AUG 27 1984 

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
725 MONROE STREET 

~IONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36130 RECEIVED 
PHONE : 832-6621 

• 
ALABAMA REGISTER OF LANDMARKS AND HERITAGE 

Nomination Form 

ClJ.Ml' _-'C:..:o:.:f"'f .:::e:::.e ___ _ 

NAME: PresentFirst United lJiethodist Churcth.storic Ente rprise l1ethodist Church 

LOCATION : Street and Nunber _..:2:.:1"7-"S"'o.:::u.:::t!!h...;I"'>la"'i"n!-"S,,t!!r"'e"'e"'t ____________ _ 

Town (Give directions if rural) Enterprise . Ala . 

'A MAP WITH THE LANIl>1ARK MARKED mST BE SUBl>IIITED WITH THIS FOR-I' 

CATEGORY: Building (x) Structure ( ) Object () Site ( ) District ( ) 

USE: Present Place of wors hip Historic Place of worship 

OONERSHIP : Public () Private (x) 

Owner1s Name First United lo1:ethodist Church 

Mailing Address P . O. Box 1515 

Ente rpri se , Ala , 36330 

INTEGRITY: Original Site (x) Moved () When? _____________ _ 

From where? ____________ _ (Give details in s ignificance.) 

CONDITl(}lS: Excellent (X) Good ( ) Fair ( ) Ruins ( ) 

THREATS: No (X ) Yes ( ) By ~t? _________________ _ 

RESTORATION WORK: Being considered ( ) Underway ( ) Completed ( ) Not planned (x) 

SURRruNDING ENVIRONMEIIT: Open land ( ) Woodland ( ) Scattered buildings ( ) 
High building density ( ) Commercial (x) Industrial ( ) 
Residential ( X) Rural ( ) 

Acreage _2 ___ _ 

For all categories other than a district and object give a site plan with a North arrow. 
Show r elated buildings. 

For a district give a verbal boundary description and attach a sketch map of the district. 



, 
SIGNIFICANCE: 

Why is this landmark significant? (x) associated with events, persons. or movements 
Local (x) State () National ( ) 

( ) a good example of a type or style of structure 
( ) other 

Explain : (Briefly state why the above is true) 

See attached statement . 

Date of Construction or Period of major importance. 190) - 1904 

Architect or Builder (Give name and biographies, if known) Lamar Fleming was 
the builder . He was the son of Benjamin Watson and Idora Fleming . 
His grandfather was John Alexander Fleming , a charter member of the 
church . Lamar studied abroad , returned home and built churches, schools and 

Give a complete but concise history of the Landmark . Include information on important other 
people and events associated with the landmark. (USE ADDITICi'W. SHEETS IF NECESSARY) large 

buildinl 
See attached history . 

State sources of information, giving full bibliographical data: 
Coffee Grounds by Fred S. I"latson , c/o 1970 
Church records need (copy attached) 
HistDDY of Enterprise First United Methodist Church 

DESCRIJYfl<l< : PfKJTOGRAPHS OF 1HE LANll-1ARK MUST BE SUBMITIED ~'lTH THIS FORM . 

Compl ete as directed below for each category. 

BUIlDING: 

NtJnber of stories __ ..:2=--__ _ FOlU1ciation _--=c.::e::m.::e::.;n.::t __ Basement NI A --'-"-'-'------
Wall Material: (Note changes from one floor or wing to another) 

(clapboard, brick , stone , wood shingle, board and batton , stucco over 
wood or brick, metal, logs) 

Stucco over brick 

Structural System: (If known) 
Wood frame () Load-bearing masonry (x) Iron or Steel ( ) 



, 

DESOUPTION (Continued) 

Roof 'J)'pe: (Gable , Gambrel, l-1ansard, Fl at , Hipped, Combination) Combination 

Roof Covering: (Wood shingl e , Asphal t, Tile, ~1etal, Slat e) Fiberglass 

Roof Trim: (Cornices , bargeboarrl, brackets, etc.) Cornices 

Porches : Front (type and description) _____ N!!L/"A _____________ _ 

Rear (type and description) NIA 

Side (type and description) _~On""'e~s!Jib!dl'e~p~o:.'r~c.llh':"!i0!l;nL.lsile<Jc':Jo>In:IJd~.l..f'':l~o'!o~r'_:_--_ 
to Sunday School room of addition . 

[bors: t-tain entrance (location , description) Large double door, facing west , 
on Chancey Street si',le .of building. 

Other entrances (l ocahon , deSCTlptlon) Side entrance on Chancey Street 
and also side entrance on north side of sanctuary . Other 
entrances also available to additions to church . 

Windows: Types and number of each floor of facade 
Wood face "lith stained gall windows - Total of 20 

Types and number per floor for sides and rear 

Interior: Describe mantel s, stairways, ~~inscoting, plasterwork and any unusual fea tures . 
\'{ainscoating on all sides . Plasterwork ,·lith no unusual 
features . 

Other: Use this space to describe any additions , alterations , outbui ldings or other 
fea tures of the structure and its surrolU'ldings . 

Administrative offices , Sunday school rooms J Fellm1ship 
Hall have all been added to original structure . See photos . 

On an additional sheet make a sketch of the floor plan of the building, showing 
dimensions if possible . 
lHIS IS NOT REQUIRED! 



DESCRIPTION (Continued) 

STRUCTURE: On a separate sheet of paper give a complete as possible verbal description 
of the structure . (See examples) 

OBJECT: On a separate sheet of paper give a complete as possible verbal description 
of the object. (See examples) 

SITE: On a separate sheet of paper give the present description of the site and 
how the site is believed to have looked during its period of importance. 

DISTRICT: On a separate sheet of paper give a general description of the district. Also 
needed is a numbered list of the structures in the district corresponding to 
the sketch map . This listing should include a name for the structure, a date 
of construction, a brief description, a statement of why the structure is 
significant, if it i s. 

·A MAP WITIi lliE J.ANlM'JlI( MARKED AND POO'I'OGRAPHS illST BE SUll'llTIED WIlli 11ilS FORW' 

t-1ap: A U. S . Geological Survey Map is preferred, but if you are unable to obtain 
one a county highway map may be used. 

Photographs: Black and white, glossy finish,S x 7, or 8 x 10, is preferred. 

FORM PREPARED llY &; /""V 
_-----'laIf<~J#~f.. ~~ Name Date __ M","ay"f-.1l.14. _1l.9,.$0./ .. , __ 

Address _____ .1J&!:Jll;~clU:..1i.~~L _____________ Telephone 31,.7-1lIl1l7 

Tmm ________ ~E=n=t~e=r~p=r~i=s=e2'~A=1=a~.~.~3~6~3~3=O~ ____________________________ __ 

Organization ___ E~n~t~e~r~pur=j~$~e~Iu!eedagg~e~r~ ________________ ~p~b~Q~n~e~3jAJ,~7~-~9~5~3~3L-______ ___ 

For Alabama Historical Commission use only 

STAFF (DMENTS: 

~1AP REFERFNCE: MAP ________________________ _ 

U. T. M. Reference 
-- Bas ting -- -- -- "'NorthIii'g- -- --

Thematic Category ____________________________ _ 

Added to ALABAMA REGISTER _____________________ _ 

NATIO~~ REGISTER Potential 
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AUG 27 1984 
,-,ONDE::S3D ::IS:...O::rL: GF ?:l:=iS L.ITED 

1':E".::IC:r:;::ST C:-i"t3CH * E:.'iERP3ISE 

The present structure used JY E~terprlse First ~~ited 
~ ethodlst Church as its s~.nctuary 1s the third building erEcted 
~or its worship services . 

RECEIVED 

Lethodlsts living in .,;nd 8.round t::e sI.,a11 village to 
become ... no~·:n £IS Enterprise fL'st be:;an c;eetlng in Alberson ' s 
scho:Jlhouse (about one 11 l1e east of the present church) . _ .1s 'Jas 
in 1883 . 

hat same y~ar , 'turing S~:. er r.:OO-115 , servioes .~ere 
held un...:er a l .. }"'I"ush arbor at Lair, and E, ,st Lee streets . . "1.5 
colder weat;.er approached , Enterprise l.ii:>sion or Ca a l!lIichael ' s 
Chapel became E! reality and n.:eh.bers prepared to erect.. a new 
church buildin.; . hirteen rr.elLbers orbanized the ne',oJ church and 
all t.,irteen , inclu:iing ',wrLen , participated in h erection of 
tne orie-inal building . r.e cul1dlne 'Jas }lacec. on a lot .;Jr:Jvided 
by John :-{enry Carr::ichael (founder of Enter,;;rise) on the east slde 
of I.ain Street near -l1e oi ty cerr,etery . 

As ".et.bershl;> ..:,re~·I , it becan;.e necess&.rJl to I~ave a larzer 
IT!ee· .L.li.u ,Ieee . In 1893 , nsin[ a lot on thr ~oJest slde of ;:air.. Stree t , 
a 35x5C fo::.t h .... lldiuL · .... as erectei for .",000 . 

Enterprise ' s population con~inued ~o grow , business 
expanded , e::.d indus ~ry be~an to corne into the fledhling tO/m , 
e s peclDlly after ti:e railroad ar!'ivea . 1 .. larger c~:urch building 
was ne de:' 3gain . _::e c::.urcc.. coue.'ht a lot on I:aln Street at 
Gh?r..ce:,' Street fror.; ;:onroe :~1ancey for ~60C . Construction starteaJ 
on 'the ne·.-'J building on A1.-':tmst 1 , 19C3 ;),10 the ~lrst serr:or: l!!as 
p r eached on September 4 , 1904 . i.embers I:et at the frer:e structure 
on :10 th : 81n f:'!n,' ' paraded ' jmm .al~" Street to ':heir ne'.'1 church 
' home .' The IDPsonrr building cost 10 , 000 . his is the building 
proposed to be add~d to the 1egistry • 

.in 1923 J 11 Austin pipe org~n 'I2:S installed and serves 
he c::mgl"egation today . 

he first annex ·-'Jas added in 1923 at a cost of ii>20 , OOO . 
Electric l.:1r1ng )laS rep12ced in he bul1dlng in 1927 ~nd oew 
lights were instrlled . 2ving o~ Eain Street "8S done in 1919 . 
L~ter , :hfncey Street \'laS paved . 

In 1~l.j·O , a net·) heating system .. las installed . 
,':2rLP Rucker ~pened near Enterpri'Oe in 1942 , co train 

troops for service in ':::rlcl '·:ar II . ·I __ he ...;hurcl: :Jlr:istry became 
involved in service to the tro9ps nd --:8S influenced by the troops . 

'I'he second ~nnex !'!as added in 19L!.9 p.r;.j, the sanctuary 
was remodclei at the saree time ~or a cost of '50 , 000 . 

J.n ::<'ebruary 1950 , the c.1Urch board purchased. the '·:eldcn 
r:::hompson property Just bacl~ o~~ ti1e church plant . 

Air conditioning arrivej for the audltoriurr: and 8 fe1,,; 

other areas o~ the church in the e£rly 50s . And in Larch of 1954 , 
still another onoe:;: ·,·18S aj:ied to the church at a cost of ,,37 , 932 . 

Having earlier assisted ~n establishing Souths~de 
l.etnoJ.ist :::;hu!'ch , tr.e church also as isted in an expansion to 
Lhat church (now knOi:lU as St . ,aul Lethod1st Church) and in the 
organization of 6notiler - St . Luke Lethodist Church . 

r~he firs t :'Joman to serve on he Coaard of Stewards Nas 
during the oeriod 1952- 57 . 

In· January , 1956 , Dr . C , Byrd Harbour , pastor at the time , 
exchanged pu~pi ts ·.oJi th aev . Earnest '!co.rdy of lramhall , Cheshire , 
England , "ar thr:e months . 



In 1956 , the com:-,lete church lant ~ia s air - cond i tioned . 
rhe boar d pur chas ed the Owen ?roper ty in lIa r eh , 1959 . 

'Ihe proper ty 'las owned by Arnie i-1TOWO Nho agr e d to sell fo r ,$12 , 000 . 
r he boar d tnen 5"ave the bui l d i ngs on i-he proper ty to the Johns 
Chapel A;-:X; ~hurch for use 1n their building progr~m . 

A Fellowsllip Hell Nas e r ee ted on the ONens pr oper ty in 
1963 . Also 1n 1963 , i..provements ]'Jer e made to the [rsin buildinfs , 
S'jer: E.S ou~side 981n' ~ng , inside :;>einting , refinished floors , 
paneled ·'Bir.scoatlng in he aud,itormum , ir..prove:l vestibules , 
rearr8ngej choir area , 2!'1:i c~rpeted floors . 

In 1s:65 , Enterprise Stzte Junior :ollege '.C!S ori;:ar.lzed 
in (:e ci::u!'ch bul11ing , he :'i~6t clas3es '-;e r e l-:eld in • he church 
u::ti: he c:J~_-pe .;all.pus ~o1.<ld be c.ul1t and i .. ade read ... for students . 

In 196~ J the exter':'or ;'las redecorated . 
On r·:2.1~ch 27 , 15'69 , a ~~ire or: he :"irs t floor of i-~,e 

santu<:.!'y cause. ' :';56 , 000 Jarrage . It :as tiJought to be caused by a 
1r1nc problelL • .:.he 5RnctU€r:l '5 c)t.plecely rer.ovote,:.:o. . As a par t 

0:' I.he reno;·~tlon , 1:;";70 , tilE '-J3CS ..;oue~·:t '10 I z-tcLlil'l;, e;handollers 
fror'" 1e"'rr:eny , :ne C 1, n_.r.::_~el'" s J2 -';UL}5 . 

t ~1e '01". 

ttlc II 

i e .:.-5 

..... t), 1.;7.;> - "',0 , t.lc ; • .:<: .. - 0: l!nL s .... ·st.el .. as!'e cr:~e .. . 7'.11e 
~s u::'~'L uil , '"1:.'e ... rOhe -ut ):1 a 5 C 8 ... I urr ........ u L .. an 

_, .. In. 1 _ :;..:1~ 'l::i..O , TIE:. .u ... -'-'w <;;IS evt.c' .. <.- .eri .e 
'YJ. t ;J, t .a e . 
.:.. i!.~i..;,ll::'L. 1770 , r.s .... ,'-;-, !:n~0er ~.-:.e ~_110I.pSi L ,::>r·:..~er'LJ 

-:'5.)1rCLJ.-se, ,., l.t , O(;C . 
1.' J .1e , -,- ... ?J , 1rL;·O , \..CC l;) ",'I;;,.o1"1zeO ur .t:-: "'am,;.\" .-lon 

01 c ~t.i.:''''Cll ·uu ... l in..,;s . In E, !'l.J 1 '74 , c v&or .. 8c.1<. .. :;;eo. pi;;1r .. tiuL.: , 
.LUSL e ~ n ... UI,..I"51.1E; , !'c.-r ... ;-~"'~ ' r· C vl;!'I"'L • .; 11e ste:e..le ,j':';:1" .. e,.21 

1._ ... l.:!;. ~ e or .. i;)S , .... )rc1i • _ _~ f''':U':; er.tr-l'lnce ::." e( lar~lL.t;.> 
It:. .,ur... :1 - .. e)s , ;;;: e. ter~ ir .Joers , _1;.. .o;r:.~:,a.lll::i , ·';1€r_ 

co 1". as -:.01e " ... JCS- las ;60 , CCO • 
.31r:..;e 1'~7: , . .:; Sc rn ... l.«a1"!c:j ",·1"11:0t1 ~ lIs .ul1 .. c.i1.,t 

_ ~r :;::, :::r:'cne 0 •. _t<r . d sys ·eL :d.!l ,-,i'ven b,.. r..:.ec.... :l ae)i.e·'s 
11, ~ncr CL L-'s , i . S . :OJ',J. o;;.ll::J. L. L..et.;or: v~ 3.idc..ellay 0Y':;' . 

(n 19'?$ , .j(;; H;at ic '" -no alr- ..;onlitionin", Nere T2wor~<{ed . 
..!..he i""stlbules ··/ere r·~Ji:;!,,::vr~ted 1:.1 19b3 . 

J-~ =5 "L.o.It tej vqlue 0_ 1is c:1'J:"cn :)ro!,erty - :.A ... il-lin,gs 
anJ l[lnd - 1s no;·) in excess of v I [.:,11110n . 

.l.;~:~:).,... '3';;':' I or t'ls briet fiis ... cr~r 'as obtaineJ. :,om ; 
";'_ :;·:;;nturJ At Enterp!'ise 3'l .... st ! __ t:lo.5.ist " bJ tile • .:stor y 

n.l 3eco~is ;,~]~tt.e -~ t~e ::~~~c~ . 

Depository A:~C:'1i'lal:j, :-Ustorical, terlals , Al:;:ba£s -
fest _:;'lorl.la ;m~erence , :.ont~')[Jer" , AI, . 

"t. [l ..... te"'l.l .:. afe'r'~nce 3.;cords , :)i.~I~erence Journals I 

':'r:!utes 0:' 3('>,:,,"':"1 i £ t~ !1.5S . 



DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING 

By Don Dmiden 
Present Architect 

Sited on the corner of South Main and Chancey Streess, 

the First United Hethodist Church of Enterprise was 

founded in 1903 . This gray stuccoed building is 

characteristic of the Gothic style . With its steepl y 

pitched roof and gothic stained gl ass windows , it typifies 

Methodist churches of this period. 

The congregation enters the church through the base 

of a large spire topped >lith a small crosS . This gray 

metal element is visible throughout Enterprise . 

The interior of the sanctuary is reminiscent of Tudor 

construction : stuccoed walls , large hewn beams , arched 

windows and brass chandeliers characterize the interior 

space . The windows are stained glass composition , 

geometric in nature but generally consisting of a four 

petaled flower . The exposed beam truss and deeply hewed 

wood panels offer a contrast to the soaring stuccoed walls . 

The very voluminous space shaped through sloping floors 

and high pitched e eilings which lend a vertical focus to 

the altar area . 

Adjoining the church are educational facilities which 

repeat the stuccoed look to create a clustered effect . 



ALABAMA 
HISTORICAL COMMISSIO,,\I 

AUG 27 1984 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
of 

Enterprise First United Methodist 
Church 

Enterprise , Ala . 

RECEIVED 

The Enterprise First United Methodist Church has much 

historical significance to the City of Ent erprise . It WBS 

the first church - The r~other Church - in that is today 

a city of almost 20 , 000 people . The Enterprise First 

Baptist Church was organized within the walls of the 

original Methodist Church building. 

In the present building , erected in 1903 , the church 

has provided for the needs of Ent erprise through diversity 

and necessity . When the city school burned , it was the 

First Methodist Church that provided space for classes 

to continue . When Enterprise State Junior College organized , 

it was at First Methodist Church .. here ESJC held its first 

classes until buildings could be erected on the college 

s ite . 

Throughout the history of Enterprise , Enterprise First 

United Methodist Church has been in the forefront 

spiritually , civically, and in most any way the occa sion 

demanded . One of the ol dest buildings in Enterprise , it 

has seen history made l-/ithin i ts walls and deserves to 

be placed on the Alabama Registry and National Registry . 

It is also a splendid example of Gothic architecture -

one of the few exampl es in Enterpri se - a nd deserves 

preservation and pl acement on the Registry for t his 

r eason , also . 


