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The 12th Annual “Memorial In May” Cemetery Preservation Regional Conference 

sponsored by PAAC, Inc. (Preservation of African American Cemeteries) has been 

scheduled for May 17-18, 2019 in Montgomery Alabama at the Drury Inn Hotel & Suites 

Ballroom.  This year’s conference theme is “Unsung Heroes” in Cemetery Preservation.    

 
Archeologists, historians, genealogists, cemetery preservationists, funeral home directors, cemetery associations 

and those interested in learning the proper techniques in documenting, preserving, restoring, protecting and 

properly maintaining cemeteries and gravesites in their local areas will gather for a two-day workshop.  

 

PAAC co-founder Tamela Tenpenny-Lewis will open the conference defining the purpose of PAAC and its 

dedication to the preservation of African American cemeteries. Conference attendees will be welcomed to 

Montgomery by District IV Commissioner Isaiah Sankey.  Dr. Wilbert Gaines, Retired Emeritus Associate 

Professor (Arkansas State University) sets the tone for the two-day conference by sharing the struggles and 

experiences of our forefathers, reminding us that we must reclaim our past in order to preserve our future.  

 

Over the course of the two-day workshop, speakers will discuss issues concerning the difficulties individuals 

and communities face restoring and preserving neglected cemeteries.  Gain valuable information from sessions 

on methods of forming cemetery associations as well as locating, identifying, recording, transcribing and 

documenting gravesites. Issues concerning cemetery maintenance, proper care of cleaning and restoring 

tombstones will be discussed.   

 

Speakers will be on hand to discuss Alabama state laws that govern cemeteries, methods of getting your cemetery 

listed on the Alabama historic cemetery register, do’s and don’ts of cemetery preservation and much more.  At 

the conclusion of day one a reception is scheduled.  

 

Opening the second day of the conference, members of the community and cemetery preservation activists will 

“Answer the Call” and share their experiences of success and/or failure in reaching their goals of preservation. 

There will be discussions on the issues concerning many that are losing or have lost cemeteries to development, 

vandals, or landowners that won’t allow access to cemetery property.  They will share their activities and what 

type of services they are providing in their communities including successful fundraising for restoration and 

methods of building community support.  

 

During the Awards Luncheon selected individuals will be honored for their dedication to the preservation of 

African American cemeteries along with special recognition of the 10-year anniversary of the PAAC Junior 

Preservation Society. At the conclusion of the conference, participants will be taken on a guided tour of Oakwood 

Annex and Lincoln Cemeteries.  There will be on-site tombstone cleaning and restoration conducted at Lincoln 

cemetery provided by Texas Cemetery Restoration, LLC. 

 

For more information or a copy of the conference registration form please visit PAAC 

www.facebook.com/PAACIncorporated, or email your request to paacarcemeteries@aol.com.   

 

The Preservation of African American Cemeteries, Inc., was founded in 2003.  The goal of PAAC is to form a 

network of persons and/or groups committed to locating, researching, educating, documenting, reclaiming and 

preserving African American Cemeteries. 
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