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Code of Alabama 1975 §35-1-4   

Right of access to cemetery on privately owned or leased property.  

 

(a) Owners and lessees of private land on which a cemetery, graves, or burial sites are located 

shall have a duty to allow ingress and egress to the cemetery, graves, or burial sites by (1) 

family members, friends, or descendants of deceased persons buried there; (2) any cemetery 

plot owner; and (3) any person engaged in genealogical, historical, or cultural research, who 

has given reasonable notice to the owner of record or to the lessees, or both. 

 

(b)(1) The right of ingress and egress granted by this section shall be reasonable and limited to 

the purposes of visiting graves or burial sites, maintaining the gravesite or burial site or 

cemetery, or conducting genealogical, historical, or cultural research, or, in the case of a plot 

owner, burying a deceased person in the plot.  

 

(2) The owner or lessee of the land has the right to designate the frequency, hours, and 

duration of the access and the access route, if no traditional access route is obviously visible 

from a view of the property, provided that the designation is reasonable for the purposes set 

out above. 

 

(c)(1) Any person entering onto private land pursuant to this section shall be responsible for 

conducting himself or herself in a manner that does not damage the private land, cemetery, 

gravesite, or burial site, and shall be liable to the owner or lessee of the property for any 

damage caused as the result of his or her access.  

 

(2) The landowner and lessee, in the absence of gross negligence or willful misconduct, shall be 

immune from liability in any civil suit, action, or cause of action arising out of the access 

granted pursuant to this section. 

 

(Act 2007-408, §1.) 
 

 


